
 
	  

	  
 

 
 
 

2013 DISCOVER ORANGE BOWL 
POSTGAME QUOTES 

 
NIU PRESS CONFERENCE  
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 THE MODERATOR:  Jordan, start off by explaining by what you can take from this experience of playing in 
the Discover Orange Bowl.  
 JORDAN LYNCH:  Right.  All the credit goes to Florida State.  We came out and we had a good game plan, 
and they had a good game plan, too.  They're well coached.  Their defense is the best defense we've faced all year, 
and just going into -- we stuck around with them for a little bit, and we competed with them and we played hard.  We 
had a lot of young guys on our team, and I feel like we can carry this over until next year.  It's just a learning 
experience.  
 We really wanted to send our seniors out the right way and that didn't happen, but we had a great season 
this year.  None of this was even possible, no one was even thinking about this, a MAC school making a BCS bowl.  I 
still want to say that we made our schools proud and we made the MAC conference proud.  
 
 Q.  Jordan, you got the touchdown early in the third, you're within seven, you got the onside kick, 
things are rolling.  When you look back on it, what went wrong? 
 JORDAN LYNCH:  I was trying to throw it low and away, I missed it inside.  Whoever picked it made a nice 
play.  I should have realized that it probably wasn't the smartest thing to force a ball there, just take the three points, 
and we still would have been in the game.  But I forced a turnover and they ended up capitalizing on that position.  
 
 Q.  You made some comments last week that got a lot of publicity.  Just your thoughts on making 
those comments now.  
 ROD CAREY:  I'm going to take that one, okay?  Those were taken out of context, okay, and that's not right.  
He didn't say that, and I want to say I've been waiting until after the game to say that.  That was taken out and 
everybody made a big deal out of it.  I was there.  I was at the interview.  He did not make those comments.  
 
 Q.  Jordan, in terms of tonight, just your thoughts on that, and also regarding playing, just what was 
it about Florida State that impressed you the most?  
 JORDAN LYNCH:  Yeah, they were fast, physical and well coached.  Definitely the best defense we've 
played all year.  They were always in the right spot at the right time it seemed like, and they played -- they just were 
hungry out there.  They got after it, and all the respect goes to them.  
 
 Q.  Big picture, you guys have now made a BCS bowl.  What's the next step for this program?  
 ROD CAREY:  Yeah, not a good time to ask me that question.  
 
 Q.  Just to clarify if I could, you said the quotes were taken out of context or they were incorrect 
quotes?  
 ROD CAREY:  Both.  



 
 Q.  Can we put them in context now? 
 ROD CAREY:  No, we don't need to rehash it.  It's done.  It's over with.  The game is done and everything is 
done.  It was a guy trying to get an article, sell papers, and that's what he did and it's fine.  It's not a big deal 
anymore.  We're not answering any more questions about it.  
 
 Q.  Jordan, it wasn't typical; a lot of games came a lot easier to you this year, and it seemed like 
whatever you tried, especially their front, they had an answer for it.  How frustrating was it for you 
particularly with some of the hits you had to take when you were trying to go even up the middle, some of 
the bread and butter stuff you guys run and it just wasn't working against their size?  
 JORDAN LYNCH:  Yeah, it got frustrating at times.  We tried to keep our composure and we had a lot of 
good stuff.  We didn't execute at times, myself, I missed a lot of throws out there that would have helped our O-line 
out.  There's a reason they're the top-five defense in the nation.  All the respect goes to them.  
 
 Q.  Sean, I just wanted to get your take on facing Florida State's offense.  What did you think of it 
and what was the toughest play to play against in? 
 SEAN PROGAR:  They came out and did what we expected them to do.  They ran a lot of stretch and 
power.  They got a few big plays on us, and any time you give up big plays against a team like Florida State it's going 
to hurt you.  They out-executed us at certain times in the game, and I think that was the biggest thing.  
 
 Q.  How do you balance the disappointment of this game with the type of season that you did have 
and accomplishments you guys made?  
 ROD CAREY:  Well, talk to me tomorrow and I'm sure I'll have it in better balance.  I hate to lose, and I know 
these guys, too.  I told you when we first all talked when I got the job I wear my emotions on my sleeve and I'm upset.  
I give them a lot of credit.  Florida State is a great team and Jimbo does a great job.  They are a well-coached, 
well-oiled machine.  They beat us, no doubt about it.  That doesn't change the fact that I don't like to lose.  
 
 Q.  Did you change a lot of things up at the half, or was the third quarter just simply a matter of 
settling in and just executing better than you did in the first half?  
 ROD CAREY:  Yeah, kids got their feet under them.  We made some adjustments.  We had to.  We didn't do 
anything first half offensively.  You know, just let our play makers make plays, and that's what got us back in the 
game.  We had a chance.  
 
 Q.  Can you just talk about the onside kick, the fake punt, just the mentality going into this game 
willing to try anything? 
 ROD CAREY:  Yeah, play to win, you know, that's what you've got to do.  I think it fits.  Coach Fitzgerald up 
at Northwestern said it about three or four years ago, he got all that criticism over that fake field goal in double 
overtime.  He was playing to win.  We're playing to win, and we saw some things, we knew we had it, and gosh darn 
it, kids executed it, and we were right there to do it.  
 
 Q.  Did you feel like in the game you kind of missed a couple opportunities, you guys got that onside 
kick and then had a turnover and do you feel like you had some points you could have put up on the board?  
 ROD CAREY:  Yep.  We made some plays, too, and we didn't make enough of them.  That was the hard 
part.  Games like this always come down to running the football and stopping the run, and we could not run the 
football well enough, and so we went to throwing it, and yeah, we missed some throws we threw it pretty well and got 
ourselves going with some special teams and defense.  That turnover, yeah, but then after that turnover we had other 
shots in the game.  That wasn't the defining moment.  But we certainly missed opportunities.  
 
 Q.  You said you knew you had it.  Were you talking about the fake punt or about the onside kick?  
 ROD CAREY:  Both. 

 
 



QUICKIE QUOTES 
 

NIU head coach Rod Carey 
 
On having late momentum and chance to keep it close 
We did (have it). We didn’t execute, and they did. Give them a lot of credit. We knew coming in that Florida State was 
a good football team. We didn’t execute, they did.  
 
On season as a whole 
It’s too raw right now for me to summarize this game. I’m proud of our kids, 12-1 on the season. We’re disappointed 
here today, but we set a school record in wins. It’s a good season.  
 
On fake punts and trick plays during the game 
Yeah, you play to win.  
 
On sluggish offense 
Everything was a little bit off, that’ hot it is sometimes. But give them all the credit. They played a great game.  

 
NIU PLAYERS 

 
NIU wide receiver Tommylee Lewis 
 
On the loss… 
“There’s not really too much to talk about. We came out and played hard, FSU was just a better team today. They 
came out and executed, doing the things they needed to do. We didn’t take advantage of certain opportunities, 
leaving some plays out on the field. They capitalized [on them].” 
 
On outside opinions… 
“People are going to say what they want regardless; we are not worried about that. We came out and played our 
game and fought hard.  FSU was the better team today and came out with the win.” 
 
NIU offensive lineman Matt Krempel 
 
On what could have been better… 
“We all came out and played our hearts out, but execution on all parts of the game could have been better. You can’t 
single out one player or position group, but we all could have done better, including myself. We were all looking 
forward to this game and had our hopes up that we could win, but it wasn’t our night.” 
 
On experience of playing in the Orange Bowl… 
“I thought it was a blast. I am very proud to be a Huskie and proud to be here. I am very happy we got here and hope 
to make it again next year. The fact that we loss doesn’t put a damper on the overall season, we had a 12-win 
season for the first time in school history. I think we are going to take motivation out of tonight and move forward.” 

 

VICTOR JACQUES 
 

 
NIU Linebacker Victor Jacques 
 
On the game 



“Well, we had a good game plan. We just didn’t execute it the way we wanted to. We got into some looks where we 
weren’t fundamentally sound, so [we] got to put the blame on us. That’s a good offense so when you aren’t 
fundamentally sound, things don’t work out too well.” 
 
On his return to his hometown of Miami 
“It was a good homecoming, something I looked forward to. But, this isn’t the ending I wanted.” 
 
On keeping head up high 
“We won back-to-back MAC Championships, we’ve been there three times losing a heartbreaker the first time, but 
you definitely learn from this process and the team is going to always grow.” 
 
On fighting to the very end 
“We always go out fighting and swinging. We like to do things the hard way unfortunately and it didn’t work out the 
way we wanted.” 
 
On how he felt after his team recovered the onside kick [Jordan] We were still looking forward to keep going. I mean 
they’re a great defense and shutting down Jordan is quite difficult and they were able to do that. You definitely want 
to get points when you get that onsides and not being able to was a letdown.”  

 
FSU PRESS CONFERENCE  

 
JIMBO FISHER 

CHRISTIAN JONES 
EJ MANUEL 

LONNIE PRYOR 
VINCE WILLIAMS 

  
 

THE MODERATOR:  Coach, your first BCS bowl victory.  As you look over the numbers here and think 
about what this victory means, what does it mean to the program?  
 JIMBO FISHER:  Well, you know, sometimes you take those things for granted, and Florida State had so 
many for so many years, it's the first one we've won in 12 years.  I mean, 12 wins, first BCS game in 12 years, first 
ACC Championship in seven.  These seniors, I'm happy for our players.  I'm extremely happy four our players for 
what they've sacrificed and what they've done and put Florida State back on the map, put them back in the Top 10, 
won all and did the things they wanted to do, and when they came here where this program was and where they've 
brought it to, and I can't be prouder of them.  
 
 Q.  Jimbo, EJ becomes the second quarterback ever to win four bowl games.  Talk about what that 
means, what he's meant to you and the program.  
 JIMBO FISHER:  EJ is the epitome of what you want in a player, in a leader, in a person, in a student.  I say 
this all the time:  If my two boys grow up to be like him I'll be the proudest daddy in the world.  He represents what's 
right about everything, and for a guy who's accomplished 26-6, four bowl games, takes Florida State back to the top 
10, 12 wins, I mean, I don't know what else the guy can do and all he does is sit and smile and represent this 
organization with the most class and dignity that I've been around.  Not only that, he effects the guys on this team to 
act the same way, just like all these guys up here do.  
 
 Q.  Lonnie, talk about your game today, the two long runs and what you might have seen on film in 
preparation that allowed you to have your first 100 career yard game? 
 LONNIE PRYOR:  Opening the holes and everything all the receivers going downfield blocking, and just 
breaking away.  The whole time when I was running I always talked to myself, I was just telling myself no, no, no, in 
other words, not let that guy catch me.  But it just felt good, first 100-yard rushing game, just felt good I went out with 
a bang, and the seniors, we all went out with a bang, so it felt good.  



 
 Q.  Lonnie, you spent four years kind of going unnoticed by the people outside, and I know not the 
people inside this program.  What is it like on the biggest game in four years while you've been here on the 
biggest stage to have your biggest game?  
 LONNIE PRYOR:  Like I said, it's a blessing.  I couldn't do it without my team and Coach Jimbo believing in 
me, giving me the ball.  It's a blessing.  This whole offensive line doing a great job, and everyone just blocking and 
doing all they had to do, I couldn't do it on my own.  It's just a blessing.  I always wanted to have a big game and just 
my last game at Florida State to have the game I had was really good and just happy for myself and the whole team.  
 
 Q.  Vince, could you talk about the defense's performance tonight, slowing down the quarterback 
especially, what you guys were able to do?  
 VINCE WILLIAMS:  I think Coach Jimbo did a great job telling us keeping our composure under check, 
because we knew what we were capable of and we knew the job that we had to do, so as leaders we just wanted to 
stay focused and be disciplined.  And Coach Elliott had an amazing game plan and we just really stuck with it.  
 
 Q.  Coach, it's 14-3 at the half, but did you feel as though you left some other points out there?  
 JIMBO FISHER:  No doubt, we did.  We moved the ball really well, had a missed field goal and moved the 
ball extremely -- had 328 yards.  It's kind of like the Clemson game.  We had 328 yards, we had 14 points and we 
missed two field goals and now we missed one in this one, which is very uncharacteristic for Dustin to be able to miss 
a field goal.  And we get that ball on that 40 yard line and just didn't execute a couple plays.  We still felt good, we 
just knew we had to come out though and get points immediately, which we did, and they did a great job hitting a big 
play scoring and getting an onside kick, then we got the interception and got it back, and then we got it back and got 
some points in the fourth quarter.  We left some out there, but Northern Illinois, the guys are ranked 15th, they won 
21 of 22 ballgames, they're a good football team, very well coached.  I would like to say that their coach did a 
tremendous job and their team.  
 
 Q.  This was kind of them having a chip on their shoulder all week long, talking about Goliath 
against David.  Coach Carey was saying being on your knees in the fourth were taken completely out of 
context.  What was the game like out there?  Was it chippy?  Was it just a good football game? 
 JIMBO FISHER:  I wasn't out there.  I was having enough problems with the officials.  (Laughter.) 
 VINCE WILLIAMS:  I mean, it was a physical game but we wanted to make it a physical game.  We wanted 
to make every game we play in a physical game.  The comments he made, they were noticed, but we did a great job 
not responding and not firing anything back.  I just think that showed a tremendous amount of leadership.  But we just 
wanted to play hard.  We wanted to go out and we wanted to establish ourselves because we knew what we were 
capable of, and I think we did a good job of that.  
 
 Q.  You have a great group up there with you but what do you think about what you have coming 
back, and Bjoern, is he going to go to the NFL?  
 JIMBO FISHER:  Well, I mean, you'd love to, but Bjoern has got to do what's best for Bjoern.  We've met 
and talked and he'll make a decision and announcement here very soon, but these guys have laid a tremendous 
foundation.  We've got a heck of a football team coming back.  You look on offense, every offensive lineman, the tight 
end, all the backs, receivers.  We lose Lonnie and EJ and Rodney and we lost Chris Thompson this year, but 
basically everything else -- there's a lot of sophomores in that group, not just juniors.  On defense we've got a 
tremendous amount of guys coming back:  Telvin, Christian, and Christian has got some thoughts and all those guys 
got to make decisions on what they're going to do.  You've got the front guys up front, the ends.  Mario Edwards 
come in and did a tremendous job, and Giorgio and some guys we got there.  Chris Casher, young guy, in the 
secondary.  We still got Joyner and we still got Waisome, we still got Brooks, we got Darby, you go Tyler Hunter.  
We've got a heck of a football team coming back.  We've got a great punter coming back, our kicker, 
Mr. Roberto -- you guys going to know him now.  I mean, to say -- no one ever replaces Dustin Hopkins, but he's an 
extremely talented young man, too.  We've laid a great foundation here.  And there's a heck of a football team 
coming back tell and I'm going to tell you why:  Because these seniors showed them how to practice, how to win and 
how to prepare and how to do things with class.  And they learned from these guys and they watched these guys.  
 



 Q.  Like every quarterback you take a lot of heat and you do 10 things right and one thing bad and 
you hear about the bad thing.  What was it like in that fourth quarter in the final game to put this game away 
and kind of cap a career in that way?  
 EJ MANUEL:  First off, I was just proud to be a part of this organization, honestly.  The good and the bad, I 
understand that.  That's what you're going to get as a quarterback, and Coach Fisher and I have had plenty of 
conversations.  It's a part of the job.  You're going to take the blame and you're going to get the credit, even though 
sometimes it's not deserved when you win.  Good or bad, I'm just happy for me team.  We won a BCS title game.  It 
doesn't get they better than that.  We won 12 games, we won all my bowl games I've had an opportunity to play in my 
career.  The biggest thing, we wanted to leave a legacy.  A lot of the guys that came in the 08 and 09 class, we 
wanted to leave a legacy here at Florida State and leave them -- change the culture of what we do here.  It wasn't an 
overnight process, but you're reaping the benefits right now, and that's why we're here and that's why we won this 
game.  
 
 Q.  You mentioned changing the culture, legacy.  Coach Bowden, it took him 18 years to win 12 
games.  Coach Fisher did it in three, and he's talking about you guys as seniors, he won six games with you 
as freshmen.  Can you talk about what kind of accomplishment that is?  
 EJ MANUEL:  Yeah, definitely.  I mean, coming up under Coach Fisher, he's one of the main reasons I 
came here, and obviously Coach Bowden was our head coach at that time, but I wanted to come here and learn 
under Coach Fisher.  All the lineage he had the years before, all the great quarterbacks he's coached in college, so I 
felt like he would prepare me the best for the next level, so that's why I chose to come here and play for him.  The 
way we practiced, the way we worked, the way we watched film, there's no second thought in my mind that we want 
to win.  We don't think any other way.  It's not a sign of arrogance, it's just the way we were brought up, honestly, the 
way compete, the way we work hard and every single thing we do.  Even if it's not football stuff, the fourth-quarter 
drills, everything, we finish, we go hard.  It's just the way we were brought up, and that's why I think we've won all 
these games in such a short span of time.  
 
 Q.  You talked yesterday in the press conference about this game is a step in your progression 
towards becoming a top -echelon team.  I am curious tonight through three quarters you guys sputtered on 
offense:  How far do you think you have to go Jimbo before you reach that top, top, top -- 
 JIMBO FISHER:  I think we're knocking on the door.  We didn't score points, but we moved the ball.  We 
had 428 yards in less than three quarters.  We just broke the school record this year for total yardage in a single 
season, the most yardage by an offense in Florida State history.  Like I said the other day, and since 93, only three 
teams since 93 ever averaged more points, only three teams ever averaged -- only two teams, we tied the 93 team 
with 7 yards per play and the 99 was 7.1.  I don't know what we were tonight, where it was, but this offense, we've 
been very proud of it.  Our defense has been outstanding, I mean, dominant.  Our special teams.  I think we're right 
there, and I think we had to get on this platform and understand that we have to go win the championship, you have 
to get in a BCS bowl game and understand all the things that go with it, all the hoopla, all the things around it, all the 
pressure, all the, as I say, the song and dance and the clutter, I call the clutter.  But you've got to learn to handle 
those things to play on the big stage and these guys did that and showed our young guys that we feel very confident 
about where we're going and what we're doing and for the future. 
 
 Q.  Three yards more than the 2000 team for the school yardage record.  Talk about the process with 
Cam Erving coming over, season-long process to accomplish that? 
 JIMBO FISHER:  First it all, it all goes to our seniors in leadership, these guys did.  You know, you've got 
some sacrifice.  You've got Menelik Watson playing right tackle, only played 17.  Cam Erving never played on 
offense in his life.  You've had two guards that first started -- Stork was a tight end when he came here we moved to 
center.  I mean, you think about that.  And what's amazing about this team on offense, there's a lot of -- there's 
seniors, there's juniors, there's more sophomores than there are anything.  Three offensive linemen, your tight end, 
your two running backs ended up playing at tailback after Chris got hurt, Rashad Greene and Benjamin and all those 
guys.  There's a ton of young guys on this team.  I was worried because of experience, but EJ and these seniors 
were able to grab those guys when they would get out of line and just pull them right back.  They knew, and I didn't 
have to do it.  They would do it, and they brought them along.  And those guys understood what seniors meant and 
what they wanted to do for them.  I think we can have a tremendous offense in the future and where we're going and 
the things we can do.  But these guys laid the foundation.  



 
 Q.  EJ, how neat was it for you to see what Lonnie did I did, how he ended his career?  
 EJ MANUEL:  First thing I told Lonnie was he deserved this.  Lonnie has been a hard-working guy, never 
complains, and when I say he has never, ever complained about anything, he has always been the guy that's upbeat 
during practice, we're out there grinding, we're tired, it's hot, Lonnie is still out there clapping it up.  A lot of times we'll 
be cracking jokes on each other just to make it go by a little faster.  But I'm just so happy for him and I'm proud of him 
because he stayed steadfast, he never wavered, he never had any second thoughts about going somewhere else 
because he was out of his original position from high school, so he deserved this, man.  I'm just extremely happy for 
him.  
 
 Q.  Coach Fisher, could you talk about what it was like to see Lonnie, that 60-yard touchdown for 
you?  I know he's one of those guys that came in -- 
 JIMBO FISHER:  It was.  It was funny, it was like a flashback of the Maryland game when they ran that 
option.  You guys don't remember that when he was a freshman, but if you remember, we ran that same read option.  
We hadn't pulled it out in a while, and we ran that same kind of stuff tonight.  It wasn't the same play, but he got that 
little pitch and hit down the sideline against Maryland and broke.  
 Lonnie is the epitome of what a team is about.  I mean, he can make big plays, but if he doesn't, he doesn't 
complain.  He'll block, he'll catch, he'll run.  He'll sit on the sideline and cheer.  There's some games we went four 
wide which -- we had to put four wides in the game because we have good receivers.  We had so many players, 
everybody has a role on a team and that's the hardest thing.  In today's time, with all this recruiting and how 
everybody is built up to be a nine-star and everybody is going in the NFL in two years and all the things that go on 
and what happens, on a team the hardest thing for a coach to do is to get these guys to accept a role and understand 
that.  And when your best players accept it, everybody else -- they have to.  They have to.  And Lonnie did that, 
everything that's ever asked of him since he's been at Florida State.  And to me, maybe not numbers wise, but he's 
one of the greatest players ever to play at Florida State.  Statistics don't tell about players.  The way you affect your 
teammates, the way you affect the game and everything you do does that, and that's what Lonnie prior did.  He's a 
winner.  
 
 Q.  Lonnie, when you were at Okeechobee, you're a Florida State guy, people knew for years you 
were going to Tallahassee, now culminating, sitting here having your best game ever in the Orange Bowl, is 
there a storybook quality to that?  
 LONNIE PRYOR:  I forgot, what did you just say?  
 
 Q.  The journey from Okeechobee to Tallahassee down to here, culminating with your best game as 
a Seminole in the Orange Bowl.  Is this sort of storybook?  
 LONNIE PRYOR:  You can say it is.  I always came here to play running back, always wanted to be the next 
Warrick Dunn, break 1,000 yards and this, my last year, to go out with a bang like that, this is a blessing.  It feels 
good.  I never expect that.  I always pictured myself doing stuff in this game, and I never saw the game I had tonight.  
But this has been a blessing, and I just truly thank my team for putting me in the position I am today.  
 
 Q.  All week I had asked players were they loose, and everyone like was, yeah, Lonnie keeps telling 
jokes.  Now that the game is over, practice is over, somebody share with me why he's such a funny guy.  
 LONNIE PRYOR:  Well, it's not like -- we'll like say one joke that I said to EJ one time, we was going in the 
huddle, and I called and I said EJ's got a head like a kick stand.  It was just like random stuff we always go back and 
forth telling each other, just to get us through practice.  If you're not having fun at practice, you're just there.  But me, 
EJ and Freeman and James, we always go back and forth just cracking jokes.  So that's what we get through.  
 
 Q.  Jimbo, I hope I'm not breaking news here but Xavier told a couple reporters after the game that 
he's going to declare and go pro.  What kind of pro do you foresee him being?  
 JIMBO FISHER:  See, there's another guy, came as a receiver.  We took him on offense as a receiver and 
he got here, and I watched him actually -- and he got here and I said, son, we got -- and you could be a very good 
receiver, but you need to be a corner.  At 6'1", 210-pound corners, there's not very many of them.  For a year it 
bothered him.  It was a hard transition for him.  But then he adapted to that, went over, and became -- I think he's 
going to be a tremendous pro because he's long, he can jam you, he can get his hands on you, he's physical, he's 



quick, he's got ball skills, he's got great ups, he judges the ball very well.  But he's very unique, too, that he can 
tackle.  I mean, he can play zone and be a tackling corner and be a physical corner.  He can cover, he can play off, 
he can play on.  I think he'll be a tremendous pro, I really do, and thanks to him for being able to accept the change 
he did and then become the player he became.  
 
 Q.  I just want to tell Lonnie in front of everybody how proud we are and what a good job he's done.  
 LONNIE PRYOR:  Thank you, mom.  
 
 Q.  EJ, were you surprised how soft the coverage was tonight, and how tough was it to remain 
patient and not take those deep shots?  
 EJ MANUEL:  I wasn't surprised.  That's what we saw on film, suggested the scouting report we had all 
week were all two, three weeks we practiced.  Any time I felt like we had 12, 13, 14, 15 practices to prepare for a 
team, we know every single thing they're going to do.  Our coaches do a great job scheming and getting us prepared 
for the looks we're going to see in a game, and it was always the same things, so I wasn't surprised.  
 
 Q.  For Lonnie, when you motioned the tailback out of the backfield did you know you had it then 
with the way backers moved to them? 
 LONNIE PRYOR:  I got to read to know what the nose is doing and I saw Stork and James -- not James, 
and Trey just take him, and I just cut off them, and after that it was smooth sailing.  
 
 Q.  How do you think the defense did, Christian?  
 CHRISTIAN JONES:  I thought the defense played real well.  Like I said, we was prepared for it.  We had a 
long time to prepare for it, and we knew they had a good quarterback in Jordan Lynch and I thought we did a good 
job of holding him to what his usual stats are.  We all get along out there, we have fun out there, and it showed 
tonight.  
 
 Q.  Christian, you do have a decision to make.  Have you come to one?  What's your timetable for 
coming to one?  
 CHRISTIAN JONES:  I'm not usually the best one with decisions, so I usually take a while to do that.  But 
I'm going to plan on going back home after this game and talking to my family, praying with my pastor and getting 
back to Tallahassee and sitting down with Jimbo and hopefully come up with something.  
 
 Q.  Vince, the other day you were just talking about coming in and the new coaching staff coming in.  
Considering everything that you guys, you and EJ, the fifth-year guys, have gone through with all the 
changes, how big was it for you to be a good game and for you guys to win this game?  
 VINCE WILLIAMS:  In the beginning it was kind of a struggle when I found out the coaching staff was going 
to change.  But then Coach Fisher instilled a lot of confidence in me, like when I heard him speak to us, I remember 
the first time I was sitting in there and I was a sophomore and I just really believed everything he said.  Looking back 
on it in retrospect, I just think that just believing what he said, and it was always true.  It all came to fruition.  It wasn't 
really difficult for me to go out there and perform well tonight. 
 I told everybody in the locker room, it wasn't a sob story for me.  I'm not crying wolf.  This is celebration.  I 
get to go out here and beat people down with my brothers and my family, man.  I just felt like everything I had to go 
through, it just kind of set up this night.  Kind of like Lonnie, a storybook ending type.  
 
 Q.  Christian, talking about your family and going home to talk to them, that legacy that your family 
has, what's that conversation going to be like with your father, your brother, and then talking about what you 
can brag about for this season and for everything?  
 CHRISTIAN JONES:  Well, everything my dad tells me I always listen to him.  He always gave me a lot of 
wisdom even to this day.  I've been blessed to have great parents.  It's got me through every situation I'm in.  I trust 
what they tell me, so when I go back home, just be able to talk to them and hope they'll lead me on the right path, 
being able to sit down with my pastor and pray about certain situations, it's going to help out.  
 I'm going to love -- I love Florida State, I grew up a Florida State fan, and it's a hard thing to think about this 
because it's -- I always wanted to be in the league, but I always also wanted to be at Florida State.  I can remember 



when I was five years old going to Florida State games and just watching them play.  I literally believed I was going to 
go.  Hopefully I'll come up with some decision. 
 

QUICKIE QUOTES 
FSU Running Back Lonnie Pryor 
 
On if he knew he was going to be a big part of the gameplan and winning MVP 
No not at all. We came out here and stuck with our regular stuff. I always wanted to win MVP of a bowl game and I 
told myself every time I get the all just try and make a big play and just do something. I was blessed today. I can’t 
believe it.  

FSU PLAYERS 
 
FSU Defensive End Bjoern Werner 
 
Can you talk about your Orange Bowl experience? 
“It was a good experience [and even] better since we won. I am proud of this team [and] that we finished strong. 
There were doubters that didn’t think we could do it, but we did it.” 
 
How did the defense limit Jordan Lynch? 
“Just [by] playing normal defense. The media made him look like he’s the next superstar quarterback. We saw a lot of 
running quarterbacks this year. Coach Haggins did a good job preparing us and we just followed his lead.” 
 
FSU Linebacker Telvin Smith 
 
Can you talk about your Orange Bowl experience? 
“It was a great experience. They always say that there is nothing like playing in a BCS game. Just knowing that it’s a 
big game and all the people watching out there makes you want to play hard.” 
 
How did the defense limit Jordan Lynch? 
“It was the fact that we had motive. He gave us motive. He came out before the game and said that we were going to 
be on our knees in the fourth quarter. We are a tough defense. We play hard and that’s one thing we take pride in.” 

 

FSU PLAYERS – 2 
 

FSU safety Terrance Brooks 
 
On his interception… 
“At first I was on my man and I kind of let him go to give him a little space so the quarterback would think about 
throwing to him. I couldn’t believe he threw it, but I just stepped in front of him and picked it.” 
 
On how the defense played tonight… 
“I felt like everybody played great. The seniors they led it all the way. They believed in us the whole year and we just 
follow behind them. We keep a great standard. It doesn’t matter if you are first string, second string, when you go out 
on that field you got to take care of business. I feel like we played great tonight.” 
 
FSU kicker Dustin Hopkins 
 
On breaking the FBS record for career FG made… 
“It feels good. First of all what comes to mind is how faithful God has been throughout this four year period even 
through highs and lows, he has been steady the whole time. Also, my offense putting me in position to kick field goals 
and then having a snapper who is always consistent and a holder that I really trust. Both of them are great friends of 



mine. Having that confidence gives me so much confidence. I think it’s a tribute of the people around me rather than 
me.” 
 
On playing in his last collegiate game… 
“It feels good you helped turn a program around, but at the same time it hasn’t sunk it yet that this was my last FSU 
game. I see guys crying and I’m not feeling that right now, but maybe at some point I will. It’s a sad day now but I’m 
sure it will sink in more in a little bit.” 

 


