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Notre Dame Head Coach Brian Kelly 
 
“Getting on the plane, we finally realized the fact that we are going to play a football game. Everybody was just 
anxious to get here. The way the Orange Bowl Committee puts this together, it’s special once you get here.” 
 
On the welcome reception: 
“This is my first time in a national championship game and I don’t know if this is commonplace, but with Notre Dame 
we have an incredible following just on a day-to-day basis. I think when we pulled up, all of the people looking out the 
window were pretty much amazed to see the kind of draw that this game has.” 
 
On climate adjustment: 
“Well certainly we were indoors most of the time, so there will be some acclimatization; we’re going to have to get out 
there and practice and sweat it out. But our guys are in great condition and great shape so I think a couple days 
outside and we’ll be fine.”  
 
On the team’s mindset: 
“We want to have fun while we’re here too. It’s a business trip. There’s no question we’re here to play the game, but I 
want our guys relaxed. They’ve done all the work, we’ve got some practices that we’ve got to take care of, but I want 
them relaxed and ready to play.” 
 
On whether or not being an underdog has motivated the team: 
“I can’t say it has. I think each and every week they take it the same way and don’t prepare any differently. They’ve 
read all the papers but they don’t think much about that. They just go to work and prepare the best they can.” 
 
On the length of this break: 
“Well I think it has been a long time, but we’ve kept our guys engaged and they know the game is going to be played. 
Now they’re excited and want play the game. They’ve done a great job of holding back and really what we’re trying to 
do is peak at the right time.” 
 
On whether or not the team is excited: 
“Absolutely. They’re going to play a national championship game in Miami. Its not like any trip that they’ve had 
before; it’s not like any trip that I’ve had before. So it was in the anticipation that when we got on the buses at the 
airport that they were really excited about this trip. It’s something that you dream about when you play this game and 
when you coach this game.”  
 
On if he has a speech ready for the team: 
“You know, I just go with the moment, I don’t have anything planned. I have to sense the team: are they anxious, are 
they excited, are they loose? I’ll test that when we get to the locker room and then figure out what needs to happen.”  
 
Notre Dame wide receiver Robby Toma 



 
On how it was getting off the plane… 
“It’s really cool seeing all the people in their orange shirts and they’re all welcoming us. We are very blessed to be 
here and I’m excited to be a part of it.” 
 
On the difference between this game compared to any other game… 
“First off, all these cameras when we got off the plane. We got a long time here. We got work to do while we’re here. 
It’s not like our other road trips where we just show up and play, so we really have to stay focused this trip.” 
 
On being underdogs in this game… 
“I think we’ve played a lot of games as underdogs this year. I know a lot of people doubted us. Nothing is going to 
change. We are going to compete for four quarters. We are not going to guarantee a win, but we are just going to go 
out there and play.” 
 
On two of college football’s biggest programs playing against each other… 
“A couple of us were joking the other day that it’s Rudy vs. Forrest Gump. We are both very storied programs, a 
bunch of national championships. We are excited to compete with the best because that is how you become the 
best.” 
 
Alabama Head Coach Nick Saban 
 
We’re really pleased and happy to be here. I’m really proud of what our kids have accomplished to create this 
opportunity for themselves. It’s certainly a great opportunity to play against a great Notre Dame team. It’s great to be 
back in South Florida, it’s the first time we’ve been to the Orange Bowl. I’m sure these people here are going to do a 
great job of providing tremendous hospitality for our players and our entire family.  
 
On interest in this game being like the Super Bowl 
Well I’ve never been to the Super Bowl so I don’t really know that but I know there’s a lot of national interest here. 
They’re two great programs that have tremendous tradition, and we certainly respect that on both sides of the fence, 
so it’s really a special game to be a part of.  
 
On being back in South Florida 
We really love South Florida, we have a lot of great relationships here, and we’re really looking forward to the 
weekend being here.  
 
On the chance to win three national championships in four years 
We’re focused on what we’ve got to do in this particular game. Michael Joradn always said it doesn’t matter how 
many game-winning shots I’ve made in the past, all that matters is the next one. And that’s really what matters to our 
guys. I hope we can stay focused on that and play a good game, and as a coach that’s what you’d like to get your 
team to do, play your best game.  
 
On practice today for Barrett Jones and Kenny Bell 
It went well.  
 
On what he’d would have done differently in leaving South Floridia 
I’ve made my comments about that. We all learn things about ourselves as we go. Some things we’d like to do 
differently. I’m not sure it’s really worth the over analyzation of what we’ve done, I just think we all make mistakes and 
sometimes we’d like to do things differently. We’ve said what we’ve had to say about that, we’re happy to be here 
and focused on the opportunity we have here with this game.  
 
Damion Square  
On dealing with so much press coverage… 



“I’m pretty used to it. These guys do a great job of preparing us for answering questions and things like that so it 
comes with the territory and I’m just proud to be in the situation.” 
 
On what it will take to beat Notre Dame…  
“We have to go out and play Alabama football. That’s the only thing we know how to do that’s the only thing we can 
do. If we show up and play Alabama football we’re good.” 
 
On his last game for Alabama…. 
“I’m trying to take it all in. I thought it would happen when I walked off the practice field today, knowing that it’s my 
last practice in Tuscaloosa, but slowly but surely. I still have some things to do here at the University of Alabama so 
right now we’re on a business trip.” 
 
On staying focuseexperience in BCS… 
“We prepare that way. In the summer we run that way [and] in the weight room. We want to reach this point and to be 
here is great, but we have to finish the job.” 
 
On South Florida’s reception of Coach Saban… 
“He’s a top notch guy, he’ll handle it the right way. He’s got the right people around him to handle that whole 
situation. That’s all I know about it. I’m very aware.” 
 
On Notre Dame… 
“It’s a great organization; it’s a great university. I got recruited by Notre Dame so I’ve been around their place and 
know all the tradition in their place and the pride in their program. I know those guys are going to come play for their 
community and their university.” 
 
On going to South Beach… 
“My brothers down here, so I’ll give him a call and he’ll let me know where I need to be.” 
 
 
Barrett Jones 
 
On playing in multiple national championships…. 
“It’s pretty special. It’s something we try not to take for granted. People ask me all the time ‘do you get tired of playing 
in the national championship?’, of course not. Every game is a little different and this going to be a big challenge for 
us. Notre Dame is a great team and we’re excited. I can’t wait to get there.” 
 
On recent BCS experience advantage over Notre Dame… 
“I think that might be a little overplayed. Once you get on the field it’s going to be about not necessarily who’s the 
best team, it’s going to be about who plays the better game that day. Certainly our coaches have been in these 
situations and have learned how to effectively prepare us for the national championship game.  I think if there is an 
advantage that might be it.”  
 
On Coach Saban…. 
“I have a great relationship with Coach Saban. As you grow older you become more of a leader on the team your 
relationship changes with him. I’ve been very fortunate to see a softer side of him I guess. He actually has a great 
sense of humor, but most of all he really cares a lot about his players and I think that’s what people need to know 
about him is how much he really cares about us.” 
 
On winning in the trenches…. 
“We put a lot of emphasis on winning the battle in the trenches. This game is no exception, whoever wins the battle in 
the trenches will probably win the game. It will be very important for us to establish a line of scrimmage upfront.” 
 
On Notre Dame receiving more press… 



“We don’t really think like that. No offense to you guys, but we don’t really care what you all say. We just want to win 
the game.” 
 
On Notre Dame after studying film… 
“Well they’re a very good defense. I tell you they’re probably the most fundamentally sound defenses I’ve seen on 
film. [They’re] very well coached, you can tell [and] they use their hands extremely well. They’re just very technically 
sound. Other than that they just have very good players and when you combine those two things you can come up 
with a really good defense.” 
 
On Notre Dame’s Manti Te’o….. 
“Manti is a great player and an even better guy. So certainly that’ll be a big thing for us all night, trying to block a guy 
like that.” 
 
On staying focused while in South Beach… 
“I don’t think it’ll be hard. I think a lot of our guys know that we’re here for the national championship. And while this is 
going to be a fun trip, it’s a business trip. We’re not really here to have fun, we’re here to win the game.” 
 
 
Chance Warmack 
 
On first time in South Florida and South Beach…. 
“I’m really happy to be here, [my] first time in South Florida. I can’t wait, I can’t wait.” 
 
On national championship hype…. 
“It’s just another game for us. We prepared like it’s another game and we’re focused on trying to be successful in this 
game. And that’s all we came here to do is to be successful.” 
 
On SEC trend… 
“We don’t focus on that. We just try to represent our program the best way we can and just prepare for this game and 
just be great and come out with a ‘W.’” 
 
On Barrett… 
He’s like my brother; I was talking to him before I went to sleep on the plane. I’m just happy for him being back.  He’s 
practicing with us and he’s doing a really good job right now. 
 
On emotions when walking off plane… 
“It’s a blessing. It’s a blessing to be here, it’s a blessing to play for another championship. We’re playing against 
some good opponents. I’m just happy to be here and my teammates are happy to be here.” 
 
 


