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NIU Head Coach Rod Carey 
 
On today’s practice was better than yesterday’s 
A lot better than yesterday, it was for sure. You know, a little nervous coming out. That’s what coaches do they get nervous 
about it. I shouldn’t be, because this team does the right thing all the time and I’m proud of the way they came out and practiced.  
 
On the leadership of the seniors on this year’s team 
Yeah it does for sure. You know, it’s hard to explain, sometimes you get a group like this that meshes well together and they like 
each other and care about each other and then all of the sudden doing the right thing is kind of what you do. It isn’t just doing the 
right thing.  
 
On Victor Jacques and the other local players getting a chance to play in front of family at the Orange Bowl 
I think it means a ton. He gets to play in front of family and extended family and those things, so they’ll be juiced. I don’t know 
this place very well. You guys know it a lot better than me, but I think a lot of people have pride in this community and they 
should. It’s a beautiful community and it’s been real welcoming for us.  
 
On whether he is getting much sleep leading up to the game 
I don’t sleep much now. You can tell my voice is going because of it so it is what it is. 
 
On what he wants to see from his team as the game gets closer 
We’re gonna have fun. We’re going to enjoy this, because it’s a reward as well, but now that the beginning part of the week is 
kind of over things are going to taper down, slow down as far as activities and we’re going to reel them in a little bit and get more 
focused on the game. They have been focused, but now we’re just going to do it in a little longer time spans than we’ve been 
doing right now. 
 
On playing in the Orange Bowl and getting exposure for the Northern Illinois football program 
Well I’ll tell ya, someone said do you want to be the next Boise State or TCU and those are great programs and they’ve been 
down a similar road that we’re going, but I don’t want to be either of them. I want to be the next NIU. So what will it do for us in 
recruiting, it’ll give us a boost, it gets our name out there more, it gets our university’s name out there more, NIU. It’ll help, but 
we’re not going to necessarily change who we are because of what game we’re in right now. It’s just gonna kind of plod along 
and take care of itself. 
On recruiting in the south Florida area 
We have a presence here and we’re going to continue to have a presence. We do it through relationships with different area 
coaches and things like that. There’s a lot of people here and a lot of really good football so you can’t tackle it all. So you have to 
kind of pick and choose your areas with people that you know. 
 
NIU QB Jordan Lynch  
 
On advice from Donovan McNabb also a Mount Carmel High School graduate 
It was a while ago so bare with me. He was pretty much talking about the recruiting process. I think it was my sophomore or 
junior year I was talking to him. He said a lot of schools won’t look at you for quarterback, because you’re pretty much an athlete 
in a system, just stick in there. Do what you have to do and be a team player and everything else should take care of itself, that’s 
pretty much what he said. 
 
On how he ended up at Northern Illinois  



Coach Kill [former NIU Head Coach] recruited me. They were the only school that wanted me to play quarterback. The only 
school that gave me a shot, so he came down to [Mt. Carmel HS] school and talked to Coach Lenti and invited me to a one-day 
camp and I went up there and he saw me play quarterback and offered me that night. 
 
On whether he has considered playing a position other than quarterback 
I’m a quarterback first I would say and if no one really liked me for quarterback, and I guess I was desperate to go somewhere, I 
would definitely make the switch. 
 
On his low key persona off the field 
I room with lineman. I live with three of them. It’s just building chemistry, know what they are doing.   I think that’s huge for a 
quarterback. Just like any of us on the team, I have a chip on my shoulder. I felt like I could have went somewhere else coming 
out of high school and I was either too small, or too slow, or didn’t run the right system. So I play with a chip on my shoulder. 
 
On what time during the year he thought going to a BCS game might be possible 
I really started thinking of it going into the MAC Championship game. There were some rumors that if Kent State won they could 
make it to the Orange Bowl and we were only a few slots behind them. I was thinking if we win we could sneak up there. After 
the [MAC Championship] game I thought it was really possible and it happened the next night. 
 
On the transition to new Head Coach Rod Carey 
Especially for the offense, we are so used to him. He was pretty much the voice of the offense as our offensive coordinator. It’s 
pretty smooth, everything that he does. Everything is the same, he just deals with the defense a little bit more now being the 
head coach. Everyone is really comfortable with him. We run the same system. We’re not changing anything up. 
 
On the increased opportunity for quarterbacks like him playing in the NFL 
Yeah definitely growing up that was always my dream, play in the NFL.  Just like Russell Wilson, RGIII and all that, they’re doing 
a great job and it seems like the NFL is starting to make the switch year by year with more quarterbacks like that. That definitely 
gives guys like me hope that are 6-foot or under. 
 
On the opportunity to show off his skills in the Orange Bowl to the NFL 
It’s definitely a great opportunity, but I’m not looking at it as an individual opportunity. I’m looking at it as a team, whatever it takes 
to win. I’m not going to go out there and keep the ball just to get stats.  
 
 
NIU MLB Victor Jacques  
 
How did you end up at NIU? 
Going through the whole recruiting process, I wanted to see something different. I had a couple of offers from here in Florida, but 
I wanted to see what the rest of the country had to offer. I wanted to see something new so I took my chance at NIU.  
 
What was the transition like? 
It was quite a culture shock. Definitely the weather was one of the biggest parts of that. The people were different, there’s a lot 
more of diversity here in Miami, which is considered a melting pot, so it was a little different.  
 
How would you characterize the play of the defense this year? 
It’s a physical, swarming defense. We’re fundamentally sound, and everyone has a job to do and as long as we each do our job, 
we should be fine.  
 
Is there a common thread in the games in which the defense did not play well? 
[In those games] we played unsoundly, screwed up a little bit and that leads to bad things so we’re focusing on those mistakes 
and staying fundamentally sound to play well in this game.  
 

 

 
 


