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FSU Head Coach Jimbo Fisher 
On practice 
Good day today, very excited, good hard Tuesday, it was very physical, guys got after it well. Thought we threw and caught the 
ball extremely well, running the ball. I like our legs, I’m very please where we’ve come back condition wise. I was scared after 
having four days, coming back where’d we be and the guys have responded very well and their attitudes have been good, the 
work ethic has been good. So I thought we had a really good day today. 
 
On recruiting in South Florida 
It’s tremendous. It’s a good thing; we get to come back here every year because our game is affiliated with the Orange Bowl and 
these guys get to play at a BCS game in their hometowns of Ft. Lauderdale or Miami, or West Palm Beach, that South Florida 
feel. They’ve grown up saying “if I can play in the Orange Bowl, if I could just play in the Orange Bowl”. It is a big deal, and for us 
having players out here watch us practice. I mean come watch us practice, see who we have, see what we do, see how we 
coach them. I think it’s a tremendous thing and South Florida, we think of it as home and we’re going to recruit the heck out of it 
every year.  
 
Added pressure to play NIU because of perception  
Well you say that, people do. But you can’t as a player, you just got to play. You put that pressure on yourself then you get tight. 
We just got to play, we got to play lose, we got to play fast, we got to execute the plays we got to do. Knowing what to do is one 
thing, but executing is another and what we have to do is execute and be sound in what we’re doing. We have to do a great job 
in preparing our kids and knowing what their going to get and how we’re going to call the game and let them play fast; and don’t 
worry about the results, just if we play fast and play well things will take care of themselves. 
 
Feel for FSU focus 
I like it because the look in their eye and how they respond to you in practice. When you get “yes sir” and “I got this” and they fix 
something immediately or you don’t have those problems. And today we had very few, we had very few maybe three or four 
things I had to raise my voice about and it was one time and it was fixed. You can tell by their attitudes and their ability to 
practice and their ability to adjust to things we can tell where they’re at. 
 
Number or recruits watching 
It’s been a bunch, we haven’t had any, they can come on their own though because we’ve had open practices. Like 15-20 at 
least. 
 
Anxiousness compared to beginning of season  
It can be that way when you go for a long layoff for a bowl game. The thing that we have to do is you you’re always worried about 
is we have to be fundamentally sound , but their attitude and their wanting to get back on the field is very similar to that. 
 
FSU WR Rodney Smith 
On time at FSU and in Orange Bowl 
That will be something that’s good for me to look back on just to say I broke a record at Florida State, but as long as the team 
gets the win that’s the thing that’s most important to me 
 
On NIU defense 
They’re disciplined guys  and they’re going to work hard to get the win too and we got to do what we got to do on the field to 
make sure we get the “w”.  
 
Fun playing in Orange Bowl in home area 



It’s great I get to play in front of my home team, my home crowd; all of my family members get to come to the game, so it’s 
perfect for me 
 
On playing NIU 
I don’t think it puts more pressure on us ‘cause at the end of the day regardless who the team is we want to put the pressure on 
ourselves to get the win, no matter who the team is. And Northern Illinois, they deserve to be in the game so we just got to 
approach the game as “they’re the best team to get selected” so we got to beat them. 
 
On preparation of team and respect of NIU 
There’s no doubt we respect them 100 percent; we’re going to go out there and try to beat on them like they’re the number one 
team in the nation.  
 
On last two days of practice 
It’s been good. Coach Fisher’s been telling us we’ve been having great practices out here, everybody’s been going hard and 
approaching this game like it’s the national championship game. This is the biggest game for us right now and it’s something big 
for the university.  
 
FSU DT Timmy Jernigan  
On playing against NIU’s offense 
It’s not like we having played an up-tempo offense before. It’s just getting ready again 
 
Preparing for Orange Bowl 
To me it doesn’t make a difference, because the way we prepare is one week at a time, we don’t ever really look further into the 
schedule no matter who’s the next opponent. This is the biggest game just because it is the next game, not because of who it is.  
 
On Jordan Lynch 
He’s a pretty good player. We watched him on film and he’s leading their team in passing and leading in rushing. He’s a dual-
threat and it could be very tough preparing for him so we just got to come out and play him hard and play technique sound from 
the beginning of the game to the end of it. 
 
What would win mean 
I feel like it’s going to set us up for next year. Last year when we won the Champs Bowl it kind of set the standard for this year 
and I feel like everything’s going to get better and better for the next few years here.  
 
On practice 
It’s more focused than anything. Coach has really been hard on us, just up-tempo and a lot of conditioning stuff, that’s basically 
it. Just getting back to the fundamentals and the all the basic stuff and focusing.  
 
Enjoying the week’s festivities 
It’s everything I expected. I’m enjoying myself. The rest of the team is too; we’re happy to be here.  
 


