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FIU HEAD COACH MARIO CRISTOBAL LEADS YOUTH CLINIC 
HOSTED BY THE ORANGE BOWL AND NCAA FOOTBALL 
Football fundamentals, safety and character development taught to young athletes 

 

 
 

Orange Bowl Youth Football Alliance participants run through drills with FIU football coaches at a youth football clinic hosted by 
the Orange Bowl and NCAA Football on Saturday. June 9 

 
Miami Lakes, FL (www.orangebowl.org) – On Saturday, June 9, 300 boys and girls ages 5 to 14 from the Orange Bowl Youth 
Football Alliance participated in a youth football clinic hosted by the Orange Bowl and NCAA Football. The free half-day clinic of 
football skills and drills training was held at Florida International University and led by Panthers Head Coach Mario Cristobal. 
Cristobal and his assistant coaches ran participants through stations that focused on  offensive, defensive and agility drills, 
proper technique that promotes on-field football safety and provided a pep talk about the importance of character development 
and good sportsmanship. 
 
“It’s a tremendous privilege for us to come out here and help these kids develop the fundamental skills that will help them have 
successful seasons,” Cristobal said. “Our coaching staff is very much into it for us, and you couldn’t ask for a better situation for 
us to help our youth get better at the fundamentals while certainly plugging in the importance of academics and school.” 
 

 
 

FIU Panthers Head Coach Mario Cristobal oversaw the youth clinic’s multiple drill stations as participants from the Orange Bowl 
Youth Football Alliance learned proper techniques from the FIU coaching staff 

 
In addition to the 300 youth football players to participate in the clinic, Cristobal led a coaches clinic for 125 youth football 
coaches from the Orange Bowl Youth Football Alliance. The coaches clinic focused on practice drills, coaching strategy and 
motivation and included film sessions with Cristobal and his offensive and defensive coordinators.  
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Drills at the youth football clinic hosted by the Orange Bowl and NCAA Football focused on offensive and defensive skills and 
overall conditioning and fundamentals 

 
“(Youth football) is the purest form of football we have now. You start off with a young man that doesn’t have any bad habits; you 
have a chance to mold him from the beginning. Everything that the youth league coaches do, the high school coaches and the 
college coaches do, we all work in unison to develop the best product we can. Clinics like this are priceless and we can’t do 
enough of it and we love to be involved in it as much as we can,” Cristobal said. 
 
For 13 years, the Orange Bowl has supported the Orange Bowl Youth Football Alliance presented by Sports Authority, which 
serves more than 16,000 young football players and cheerleaders in nine youth football leagues spread out across South Florida, 
from north of Lake Okeechobee to Key West. Since 1999, the Orange Bowl has invested approximately $5 million in youth sports 
in South Florida.  
 
*Editor’s Note – High resolution photos available upon request 
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About the Orange Bowl 
The Orange Bowl is a 348-member, primarily-volunteer non-profit sports organization that promotes and serves the South Florida 
community. The Orange Bowl Festival features a year-round schedule of events culminating with the Discover Orange Bowl on 
January 1, 2013 and the Discover BCS National Championship on January 7, 2013. Other Orange Bowl core events include the 
MetroPCS Orange Bowl Basketball Classic, Orange Bowl Youth Football Alliance presented by Sports Authority, Orange Bowl 
International Tennis Championships, Orange Bowl Sailing Regatta Series and Orange Bowl Paddle Championships. For more 
information on the 2012-13 Orange Bowl Festival and its events, including promotional and volunteer opportunities through the 
Ambassador Program, log on to www.orangebowl.org. 
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