
 

 

 
 

 

Northern Illinois Airport Arrival Quotes 
  

Northern Illinois Head Coach Rod Carey 
On being in South Florida… 
“It feels great. It was like 32 or 28 degrees when we left, something like that. It was cold. I didn’t want to wear a coat so I was 
freezing. It feels awesome. Anytime you can get college kids up at 5 a.m. and they’re on time, you know they’re pumped. That 
usually doesn’t happen at all. I feel good.” 
 
On the flight down…  
“You can feel the excitement. A couple of us coaches were talking when we landed saying ‘well it just became real.’ So far it’s 
been this way off in the distance thing. Now we’re at the Orange Bowl, and we’re excited.” 
 
On drawing the line between a fun trip and a business trip… 
“Our guys always do a great job on what we call flipping the switch. When it’s time to work, it’s time to work. When it’s time to 
play, it’s time to play. You have to have that, and it’s because of our seniors. They know we are going right to practice. They are 
kind of in that mode so if they are grouchy right now, it’s because they are in that mode so don’t hold it against them.” 
 
On NIU’s identity… 
“We are NIU. We are the Huskies. That’s a tough question because it’s so broad. We represent a great University at NIU. We 
also represent ourselves, our families and our football team. I think we do it with class. Jordan gets a lot of the headlines as he 
should, but we have a lot other great kids too. As the week goes on hopefully you guys will get to shovel the mic in front of them 
and get to know them.” 
 
On what it means to be at the Orange Bowl… 
“On our way down, I started flipping through on my phone all the old Orange Bowl scores. I found that Notre Dame, Colorado 
one from way-back-when I was a kid all those years ago. I thought to myself, can you believe it. I’m coaching in that. That’s 
crazy. It’s awesome and we are super excited. But we need to temper that a little bit. This is a reward for our guys. You have to 
be able to have fun and work, but it’s still pretty dang cool.”  
 
Northern Illinois quarterback Jordan Lynch 
How does it feel to be here in Miami for the Orange Bowl… 
“It feels really good, nice weather. This is my first time in Florida and it kind of beats the snow and everything. To play in the 
warm weather again feels good.” 
 
What was the excitement like on the plane… 
“Really excited…We got to fly over the ocean a little bit and seeing a lot of people here welcoming us, it feels great.” 
 
What is the temperature like back home… 
“There was some snow on the ground back at home. I think when we left it was about high 20s or so, and now I don’t even know 
what it is but it kind of feels like 90 to us right now. It feels kind of good.” 
 
How does this moment feel to be playing in the Orange Bowl… 
“Kind of surreal, a dream come true for most of us. We are really excited for game time, to check the city out, and to go play the 
game.” 
 
How does this rank when it comes to your college memories… 
“This is probably the top. I can’t wait for January 1st, to step out on the field in front of everybody, and play Florida State. I can 
only imagine that it’s going to be at the top.” 
 
How do you approach being the underdogs… 



“Anytime you get the chance to play a BCS school, we have a chip on our shoulder. We feel like we can play at one of those 
schools. We’re going to be ready to go. We are a bunch of physical guys that love to get after it and anytime you get the chance 
to play big time competition, we love the spotlight.” 
 
What are you looking forward to most being in Miami… 
“To get in the water, get in the ocean a little bit. See the city, relax, and enjoy it with my teammates.”  
 
Northern Illinois kicker/punter Tyler Wedel 
How was the plane ride… 
“The plane ride was great. We had to get up early, but it was no problem. We were excited because we were coming to Miami. 
As we got closer, I know a lot of guys were looking out seeing the ocean for the first time, and taking pictures of the city. We are 
really excited to be here and really happy for the opportunity.” 
 
How was it looking at the bus for the first time… 
“It’s awesome. The little mural of the team is pretty sweet. We’ve never seen anything like that.” 
 
Northern Illinois cornerback Rashaan Melvin 
What is the excitement like of being in Miami… 
“It’s definitely exciting to be here. This is my first time here. We have several teammates that are from Miami, so they always talk 
about the weather, the beaches, and the people. Coming off the plane was an exciting time. The orange bowl committee always 
does a good job, and we feel so blessed to be a part of this.” 
 


