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2014 MetroPCS Orange Bowl Basketball Classic Preview
By: Daniel Pyser

                                       vs.                                                                                             vs.

College basketball returns to South Florida for the 
21st installment of the MetroPCS Orange Bowl 
Basketball Classic as a pair of extremely successful 
veteran coaches clash with rising stars in the 
coaching ranks.

The doubleheader on December 20 at the BB&T 
Center in Sunrise, Florida will feature three of the 
top programs from the state of Florida as well as 
a storied ACC school making its first appearance 
in the Classic. The afternoon tips off at 2 p.m. as 
Leonard Hamilton’s Florida State Seminoles take 
on the Bulls of South Florida. That will be followed 
by Billy Donovan’s Florida Gators against the Wake 
Forest Demon Deacons at 5 p.m.

Leonard Hamilton’s counterpart in the opening 
game is first year head coach Orlando Antigua. 
Antigua took his first head coaching assignment this 
year after spending six years as an assistant under John Calipari at Memphis and Kentucky. Antigua 
was part of the staff that helped guide the Kentucky Wildcats to the 2012 National Championship. 
Ironically, Hamilton’s routes also trace back to Kentucky, where he won a championship as an 
assistant coach under Joe B. Hall 34 years prior in 1978. 

While the two coaches share a common past, their two teams could not be more different. Florida 
State returns five players who started at least 14 games for the Seminoles last season, including 
leading scorer and 2013 Metro PCS Orange Bowl Basketball Classic MVP Aaron Thomas (14.5 
ppg). Center Boris Bojanovsky also set a Classic record last year with seven blocks. However, during 
the first month of the year, Florida State was hit with the injury bug. One of those who 
missed time was Thomas, who was off to a hot start. Junior guard Montay Brandon and 

Dynamic Offenses Square Off in 2014 
Capital One Orange Bowl
By Kacie Albert

For football fans around the country, the 
wait is finally over – bowl bids have been 
announced. Playing in the 2014 Capital 
One Orange Bowl will be the No. 7 Mis-
sissippi State Bulldogs and No. 12 Georgia 
Tech Bulldogs, in a showdown between the 
Southeastern Conference and Atlantic Coast 
Conference.  The matchup between these 
two powerhouses, regarded as two of the na-
tion’s most dynamic teams, will take place on 
December 31, 2014 at Sun Life Stadium in 
Miami Gardens at 8 p.m.

The No. 7 Mississippi State Bulldogs (10-2, 
6-2 SEC) will make the trip to South Florida 
having already won 10 games this season, the 
first in team history. For Mississippi State, 
the success the experienced this season was 
unprecedented, as this was the first 10-win 
regular season in school history.  

See 
Page 7 See 

Page 12

Florida’s Head Coach Billy Donovan coaching during last 
year’s Orange Bowl MetroPCS Basketball Classic.

   

GAME 1 GAME 2
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Orange Bowl Committee named Outstanding Small Corporation of the Year
By: Kallan louis
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The Orange Bowl’s mission is to promote and serve the South 
Florida community. The nonprofit sports organization was named 
the recipient of the 2014 Outstanding Small Corporation of the Year 
at the Association of Fundraising Professional’s (AFP) 27th Annual 
National Philanthropy Day Luncheon in November. 

The AFP accepted nominations from the general public and 
Junior Achievement, one of those organizations that Orange Bowl 
Committee (OBC) supports, nominated the OBC.  The Orange Bowl 
was selected from among nearly 50 deserving nominees. More than 
500 guests attended the awards luncheon at the Signature Grand in 
Davie, Florida.

Over the years, the OBC has been able to invest millions of dollars 
in South Florida youth and sports through support of intercollegiate 
athletics, education, events, organizations and causes, in addition to 
providing tremendous economic impact. 

“The Orange Bowl Committee not only supports organizations and events benefitting numerous charities, but they encourage and motivate 
volunteers and local businesses to get involved in our community,” said Debbie Levine, co-chair of National Philanthropy Day and Vice 
President of Development, SOS Children’s Villages – Florida.

Among all of OBC’s community efforts, the organization received AFP’s Outstanding Small Corporation Award based on the group’s work to 
restore and renovate local parks through the Orange Bowl Legacy Gift projects, specifically Joseph C. Carter Park in Fort Lauderdale. In 2013, 
the Orange Bowl, in conjunction with the City of Fort Lauderdale cut the ribbon to unveil Carter Park’s transformation. The facelift included 
the installation of a new synthetic turf football field, now called Orange Bowl Field at Carter Park, an eight lane track, enhanced spectator areas 
and new scoreboard.

Earlier this year, the Orange Bowl held the ground breaking for organization’s third Legacy Gift, the installation of a new scoreboard and a 
state-of-the-art synthetic turf field at Ives Estates Park in Miami. In less than a decade, the projects have provided approximately $10 million 
worth of improvements toward the beautification of the South Florida community and recreational park activities for residents and their 
families. 

This past May, the Orange Bowl held the Orange Bowl Impact and Excellence Awards (OBIEs): A Taste of South Florida presented by Florida 
Blue and Supported by Publix Super Markets, an annual culinary event benefitting Make-A-Wish Southern Florida and Special Olympics 
Florida. In addition to giving to those organizations, the Orange Bowl awarded several graduating high school senior student athletes 
scholarships. Proceeds from the OBIEs also went toward the Orange Bowl Leadership and Character Academy, which completed its two first 
graduation classes this year.  Approximately $100,000 was given back to the South Florida community at this year’s event. 

“The Orange Bowl Committee would like to thank the Broward chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals for presenting us with 
this award,” said OBC CEO Eric Poms. “The Orange Bowl has had the privilege to serve the local community for the last 80 years. The Orange 
Bowl is able to make an impact because we have a dedicated staff and 360 OBC members who unselfishly give back. We receive support from 
businesses and organizations as well as terrific residents who volunteer their time to help make our events successful. We would like to thank all 
those who make it possible for this long-time South Florida staple to continue to thrive.” 

Obie celebrates with children who participated in the annual Creative Arts Contest. 
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2014 OrAnGE BOwl YOUth FOOtBAll AllIAnCE
ChEEr AnD DAnCE ChAMPIOnShIPS PrESEntED BY SPOrtS AUthOrItY rESUltS

________________________________________________________________________________________

MOrnInG AwArDS

   Division   place X-Small                         Small             Medium                            large
   Pee-Wee    1st Hialeah Cougars                 Kendall B&G Club Kolts        Miami Gardens Chiefs PW Black           Miami Gardens Ravens
   Pee-Wee    2nd Kendall B&G Club Kolts   West Boynton Pee Wee           Deerfield Packer Rattlers           Miami Gardens Chiefs
   Pee-Wee    3rd  West Boca Tackle            Suniland Sun Devils           North Miami Beach Sun Devils          Deerfield Packer Rattlers 
   Prep    1st          -                                 Lauderdale Lakes Vikings       West Kendall Dolphins                          Miami Gardens Bulldogs
   Prep    2nd          -                                 Hialeah Cougars           Deerfield Packer Rattlers                         Miami Gardens Chiefs
   Prep    3rd          -                                 Fort Lauderdale Falcons          Lauderdale Lakes Vikings Prep Purple    West Kendall Dolphins

       

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AFtErnOOn AwArDS

         Divison Place  Small    Medium    large
         Varsity 1st  Miami Gardens Ravens  Miami Gardens Bulldogs  Doral Broncos  
         Varisty 2nd  Miami Gardens Bulldogs  Kendall Hammocks Warriors  Miami Gardens Ravens
         Varsity 3rd  Miami Gardens Chiefs  Lauderdale Lakes Vikings  West Kendall Dolphins
         Pro  1st  Miami Gardens Chiefs  Doral Broncos   Miami Gardens Vikings
         Pro  2nd  Kendall B&G Club Kolts  North Miami Beach Sun Devils West Kendall Dolphins
         Pro  3rd  NW Broward Raiders  East Miramar Dolphins              -

      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   

OvErAll GrAnD ChAMPIOn:
Miami Gardens Bulldogs
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Committee Corner: Jeff rubin and Peter Spillis
A Sit-Down Joint Interview with Football host Committee Chairs
By Kacie Albert

Orange Bowl Committee Member Peter Spillis 
joins Jeff Rubin as a Football Host Committee 

Chair for the 2014 Capital One Orange Bowl .

Orange Bowl Committee Member Jeff Rubin 
is one of two Football Host Committee Chairs 
for the 2014 Capital One Orange Bowl to be 
played on December 31 at 8 p.m. at Sun Life 

Stadium. 

Peter, for you South Florida has been your home now 
for many years, what is your first memory of the Orange 
Bowl?

Spillis: I’m proud to call myself a third generation Miamian 
so for me Orange Bowl has been a part of my life for as 
long as I can remember. I remember sitting on the side of 
the road in the stands on Biscayne Boulevard watching the 
parade and can’t remember a time when going to the game 
itself wasn’t part of our annual tradition.

last year both of you served as the vice chair of the host 
committees for the teams traveling to the Orange Bowl. 
Jeff, what do you think was the most important lesson 
you learned last year that will impact your work this year?

rubin: I don’t think it was just last year, but certainly over 
the years, from all of the past chairs and everybody that has 
been involved, taking our experiences together, learning 
from all of them, and watching them do what they have 
done as great hosts. It’s also not only limited to these people 
but also includes the teams, student athletes and people from 
the various universities and the administrators that come in 
for the game. I think that what I have learned over the last 
six or seven years from all of these people has really given me 
an opportunity to do a good job this year as the host chair.

This year you both will serve as the overall chair of the 
host committee for one of the teams travelling to the 
Orange Bowl. what is involved in this job and what are 
you most looking forward to in the position?

Spillis: As chair our job is to make sure that all of the hard 
work that the staff and sub-committee chairs and vice chairs 
have put in during the year comes together seamlessly for the 
teams. Our job is really team driven - we want to make sure 
that when those teams come down they, first of all, get to 
experience South Florida in the way that we want to show it 
off. Secondly we want to make sure that they are able to do 
the work they need to do to put on the game that they want 
to put on for their fans and for the Orange Bowl in general. 

rubin: Something that we have learned over the years, and I 
have been doing this since 2006, and each and every year we 
get better and better at it, is that it all comes down to three 
things: hospitality, hospitality, and hospitality. It’s all about 
making the Orange Bowl a great experience for everybody 
involved. 

Both of you are very active in the South Florida 
community with the Orange Bowl and other 
organizations, what do you think is the biggest impact 
the Orange Bowl has left on South Florida to date outside 
of the game?

Spillis: Clearly Orange Bowl in South Florida means more 
than just the football game. I would say if you had to pick 
one thing youth sports would be it. The Orange Bowl 
regatta for instance is something that we don’t hear about 
all the time during the year here, but when you go around 
the world and say Orange Bowl more people recognize the 
regatta than the football game. On top of that you put youth 
football and the various youth sports outreach programs we 
have and I think that is the lasting effect the Orange Bowl 
has on the South Florida community.

rubin: Over the years it is the Orange Bowl game that 
has given the OBC the opportunity to reach out to the 
community - It is the monies that we have been able to 
earn and subsequently take that same amount of money 
and put it back into the community. Certainly that’s the 
largest impact that I think that we have had in addition to 
youth football, sailing, paddle boarding, and this year’s new 
leadership academy. If it wasn’t for the game we couldn’t do 
all of the things that we do for the community day in and 
day out. 

In reflecting back on your experiences on the Orange 
Bowl Committee, Jeff, what would you say is your most 
memorable moment?

rubin: For me my most memorable moment since I have 
been a member was the opportunity to travel and see one of 
the teams. I remember I went to the University of Cincinnati 
over a Thanksgiving weekend, with an old friend Jack Seiler 
who is a seasoned veteran, and we walked down into the 
University of Cincinnati stadium and all the sudden the 
fans come out, the players are there and I realized at that 
point how much of an honor it really was to be a part of this 
great committee. I realized the responsibility that I had as 
a committee member to the University of Cincinnati, the 
entire community there, the team that they were playing, 
and certainly our community back here in South Florida. 



DEC 2014  InSIDE thE OrAnGE BOwl |  PAGE 7  

BizBash recognizes 
Orange Bowl as Best 
South Florida Event
By Daniel Pyser

For years The Orange Bowl has been 
considered of South Florida’s most anticipated 
annual events now the organization is 
receiving some high honors.  BizBash Media 
has named the Orange Bowl South Florida’s 
Top Sporting Event for 2014 by BizBash 
Media.

BizBash Media is an innovator and resource 
hub for the event and meeting industry. 
Event organizers responsible for events such 
as White House state dinners and the Oscars 
regularly use BizBash products. 

To choose and rank the annual events on 
this list, BizBash looked at several factors, 
including economic impact, buzz, innovation, 
and an event's prominence within the 
communities it intends to serve.

“The Orange Bowl has been a South Florida 
staple since 1935,” said Orange Bowl CEO 
Eric Poms. “We are honored to be recognized 
as the top sporting event in South Florida.  
While the Orange Bowl football game is our 
major annual event, it is just one of the many 
ways we help showcase and support all that 
makes this area great. We will to do all we 
can to ensure we continue to host premier 
sporting events and entertainment 
here in South Florida.”

Capital One Orange Bowl Preview Cont.

See 
Page 11

This season Mississippi State’s offense has set multiple school records including total points, 
446, and total yards, 6,074. The record-shattering offense is headlined by quarterback Dak 
Prescott, a finalist for both the Maxwell Award and Davey O’Brien National Quarterback 
Award. Prescott ranks among the top five in the SEC in both passing yards and touchdowns, 
leading the SEC in rushing touchdowns, 13, while nationally he ranks fifth in running yards 
amongst quarterbacks, with 939 yards. Another notable standout on the explosive offense 
includes the rushing attack of running back Josh Robinson, third in the conference in both 
rushing yards, 1,128, and rushing touchdowns, 11. The Bulldogs’ offense ranks fifth nationally 
in total offense, 506.2 yards per game, and 15th in scoring offense, 37.2 points per game. 

Mississippi State also boasts an impressive and aggressive defense. The Bulldogs rank 10th in 
the nation in scoring defense, 19.4 points per game, led by defensive end Preston Smith who 
has recorded the fifth most sacks in the conference this season with nine. Also on defense for 
Mississippi State is linebacker Benardrick McKinney who leads the team in total tackles, 61, 
and fumble recoveries, 3.  

The Bulldogs head coach, Dan Mullen, has led the team to a 46-30 record in six seasons. 
Under Mullen, Mississippi State has headed to five consecutive bowls, a first in program his-
tory. While this will be the first time Mullen will coach Mississippi State in the Orange Bowl, 
he has twice coached in games hosted by the Orange Bowl, He was the offensive coordinator 
at Florida when the Gators won the 2009 BCS National Championship Game and coached 
against them in 1999 Orange Bowl as a member of the Syracuse staff. 

No. 12 Georgia Tech (10-3, 6-2 ACC) will be traveling to South Florida after having its best 
season since 2009, which also culminated with a trip to the Orange Bowl.. 

This season Georgia Tech is armed with one of the nation’s best rushing offenses, a spread op-
tion attack that ranks first in third down efficiency (57.0%) and third in rushing yards (336.6 
ypg).  The offense is led by quarterback Justin Thomas, who is ranked fourth overall fourth 
nationally amongst quarterbacks in rushing with 965 yards.  Joining Thomas in the backfield is 
a pair of senior B-backs.  The dependable Zach Laskey ranks in the top 10 in career yards per 
rush for the Yellow Jackets  and Synjyn Davis is averaging 110.7 yards over the past six games. 

On defense, the Yellow Jackets opportunistic nature led them to scoring six defensive touch-
downs, the second most of any team in the nation. Another Notable player on the Georgia 
Tech defense include senior linebacker Quayshawn Nealy, a native of Lakeland, Florida, who is 
second in the team in tackles and scored two of the Yellow Jackets’ defensive touchdowns. 

Georgia Tech is led by Head Coach Paul Johnson who recently earned 2014 ACC Coach of 
the Year honors. Johnson has been at the helm of the Yellow Jackets for the last seven seasons 
and in that time as guided them to a 57-35 record. 

These two coaches have squared off once prior as head coaches of their current teams in 2009 
when Georgia Tech defeated Mississippi State 42-31. For Georgia Tech this will mark the 
team’s seventh trip to South Florida, having played in the bowl in 2009. However, for Missis-
sippi State this will mark just the third trip, having last traveled to Miami in 1941 when they 
defeated Georgetown 14-7, the school’s first bowl win. 



DEC 2014 InSIDE thE OrAnGE BOwl  |  PAGE 8

Kicking Into history: A look at the lou Groza Finalists
By Daniel Pyser

The Lou Groza Collegiate Place-Kicker Award is given annually to the nation’s top kicker. The award was 
established in 1992 by the Palm Beach County Sports Commission and is presented by the Orange Bowl 
Committee.

The award honors Lou Groza, one of the all-time great kickers in football history. After serving in World 
War II, Groza signed with the Cleveland Browns in 1946 and plaid 21 seasons of professional football. He 
set numerous franchise records and ranks among the best in league history in total points scored. He was 
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1974.

Since the award was established in 1992, a number of its winners have gone on to great success in the NFL as 
well. The previous five winners who have since left school are all starting kickers on NFL rosters. Past award 
winners also include Pro Bowlers Sebastian Janikowski, Nate Kaeding, and Martin Gramatica.

The finalists for the 2014 award have been announced and were selected from a list of 20 semifinalists. 
Florida State’s sophomore kicker Roberto Aguayo and 2013 Lou Groza Award winner was once again named 
a finalist. Aguayo’s 91.7% kicking percentage (22/24) is third in the nation and his 22 made field goals is 
good for fourth. He has now only missed three total kicks in his career at Florida State. The Mascotte, FL 
native is looking to become the second ever repeat award winner, joining fellow Seminole Janikowski.

The next finalist is Brad Craddock, a junior from the University of Maryland. His 94.7% kicking percentage 
(18/19) leads the nation. He was perfect on the year until a miss from 54 yards in the fourth quarter of 
Maryland’s season finale against Rutgers. He is a perfect 9/9 on kicks from 40-49 yards. He is the only kicker 
perfect from that range with at least six attempts and his nine makes is the third most in the nation.

The third finalist is Josh Lambert, a sophomore from West Virginia University. He leads the nation in both 
field goals made, 27, and field goals attempted, 36. He has hit 11 field goals from the 40-49-yard range and 
four from the 50+-yard range, both are tops in the country. His 122 points scored on the year put him in 
second in the nation, one shy of the national leader. 

The three finalists were honored at the 23rd Annual Lou Groza Collegiate Place-Kicker Awards Banquet on 
Tuesday, December 9 at the Kravis Center in West Palm Beach, Florida. This year’s Lou Groza Award winner 
was revealed on ESPN during 

*Note: Stats are as of the end of the regular season. 

Photo Credits (Top to Bottom): Florida State Athletics, Maryland Athletics, West Virginia Athletics

 West Virginia’s Josh Lambert

Maryland’s Brad Craddock

Florida State’s Roberto Aguayo
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Orange Bowl hall of Fame Presented by Deloitte names Class of 2014
By Kacie Albert

Andre Cooper, Tucker Frederickson and Ahman Green have several characteristics in common – all were standout college football players, all 
played in the NFL and now all are members of this year’s Orange Bowl Hall of Fame presented by Deloitte, Class of 2014. Beginning in 1969 
the Orange Bowl Committee has bestowed this honor upon several players each year. Cooper, Frederickson and Green mark the newest member 
of the elite group and will join the likes of Joe Namath, Lou Holtz and Michael Irvin. While Cooper and Green will be joining fellow Florida 
State Seminoles and Nebraska Cornhuskers, Frederickson will be the first Auburn Tiger inducted into the Orange Bowl Hall of Fame presented 
by Deloitte. Let’s get to know each of these college football legends a bit better.

Andre Cooper came to Florida State as a two sport athlete - football and basketball - but is remembered for having one of the greatest single 
season performances in school history and a setting an Orange Bowl record in one of the Classic’s most thrilling matchups. In 1995-96, Cooper 
set the Florida State record for most receiving touchdowns in a season with 15, a mark that he solely held until 2013-14, when it was equaled by 
Kelvin Benjamin. In the 31-26 1996 Orange Bowl win over Notre Dame, Cooper caught three touchdown passes including a three yard score 
in with six minutes left that pulled FSU ahead for good and earned him Most Outstanding Player honors. After leaving Florida State, Cooper 
spent time in the NFL as a member of the Denver Broncos.

tucker Frederickson is a native of Hollywood, Florida and graduate of South Broward H.S. He went to Auburn and became an outstanding 
two-way player for the Tigers. In 1964 he was named All-American, was the runner-up in the Heisman Race and won the Jacobs Trophy as 
outstanding blocker in the SEC. Coach Shug Jordan called him “the most complete football player I’ve ever seen.” He was the first player 
selected in the 1965 NFL Draft, by the New York Giants, and played until 1971 when a knee injury forced his retirement. He was elected to the 
College Football Hall of Fame in 1994. Tucker played on both offense and defense on Auburn’s 1964 Orange Bowl team against Nebraska.

Ahman Green was a focal point in the dominating and high scoring Nebraska Cornhusker offenses of the mid 1990’s. Green led a ground 
game that helped the Huskers capture back to back Orange Bowl wins including a national championship title victory over Tennessee in the 
1998 Orange Bowl. In that game, Green set the Orange Bowl single game rushing record with 206 yards on 29 carries and two scores. He ranks 
second in most rushing yards in a single season (1,877) and all-time at Nebraska (3,880). Green left school following his junior season and 
was drafted in the third round by the Seattle Seahawks in 1998. When he was traded to the Green Bay Packers in 2000 his professional career 
took off. In eight seasons with the Packers, he became the team’s all-time leading rusher (8,322 yards), all-time leader in yards from scrimmage 
(11,048), 1,000-yard seasons (six), 100-yard games (33) and rushing attempts (1,851). The four-time Pro Bowler also set the Packer’s single 
season record in rushing yards (1,883).

These three Orange Bowl Alumni will be officially inducted on December 30, 2014 at Jungle Island in Miami during the AvMed Orange Bowl 
Coaches Luncheon and again on December 31 at Sun Life Stadium prior to the Capital One Orange Bowl. 

Andre Cooper earned Most Oustanding Player honors for 
his performance that eleveated Florida State past Notre 

Dame in the 1996 Orange Bowl.

Auburn’s Tucker Frederickson’s legendary collegiate career 
included playing in the 1964 Orange Bowl against 

Nebraska. (Photo Credit: Auburn Athletics)

Ahman Green is one of only a few players who has won 
back-to-back Orange Bowl’s, one of which was the 1998 

Orange Bowl National Championship. 
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Life happens fast. Today it’s youth football. Tomorrow it will be time for college. Florida Prepaid has made 
it easier than ever to start saving. With our new game-changing plan, now you can purchase one year 
of State University credit hours at a time. This stackable plan eliminates the pressure of having to buy all 
four years at once, and your family can team up to help save as well. Purchase one year now, buy the 
next when it’s economically feasible for your timeline and budget. With the new 1-Year Florida University 
Plan, NOW is the best time to start saving. Open enrollment begins Oct. 15.
We’ll help you get started at myfloridaprepaid.com.

P R E PA I D
F L O R I DA

Starting is Believing

Introducing the new
1-Year Florida University Plan Starting at $43/mo.
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The Orange Bowl is college football’s 
second oldest bowl game and has a history 
of hosting some of the most exciting 
matchups while presenting first-class pre-
game and halftime performances. Last 
season the halftime show featured multi-
platinum, Grammy nominated country 
superstar Dierks Bentley. He joined a long-
standing tradition of top entertainment 
showcased during the Orange Bowl 
halftime show, which has included Jake 
Owen, Train, the Goo Goo Dolls, Kelly 
Clarkson, Kool & the Gang, Ciara, ZZ Top 
and the Doobie Brothers in recent years. 

The Fan Zone, now known as the Capital 
One Orange Bowl Fan Fest presented 
by the Venture Card, held outside of the 
stadium prior to each year’s game has also 
featured some big name artists. Recent 
years have been headlined by Love and 
Theft, Florida Georgia Line, Jake Owen 
and Little Big Town. Danielle Bradbery, 
the season four winner of “The Voice”, also 
headlined last year’s VIP Pregame Party, 
now known as the Capital One Orange 
Bowl VIP Pregame Party presented by the 
Venture Card . 

Best South Florida 
Event Cont.

Friends, Football and Philanthropy
By Kallan louis

The Orange Bowl is a dedicated supporter 
of Special Olympics Florida. In November, 
the Orange Bowl Committee participated 
in Special Olympics Florida’s South Florida 
Unified Flag Football Invitational. 

OBC members and staff volunteered at the 
event held at Orange Bowl Field at Moore 
Park, which was renovated and dedicated 
in 2011 as a legacy gift by the Orange Bowl 
Committee to the community. The $5.7 
million project built to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the Orange Bowl is 
located at the site of the Palm Festival, the 
predecessor to the Orange Bowl in 1933 – 
1934. Orange Bowl staffers took on several 
duties that day including setting up, running 
registration and game operations and the 
serving as team representatives. 

“It’s (the Orange Bowl) an organization that’s 
so recognized in South Florida, recognizing 
that our athletes are incredible and valued,” 
said Linsey Harris Smith, Director, Field 
Services and Foundation Relations at the 
Special Olympics Florida. “Obviously the 
support, the financial support has been 
unbelievable in terms of developing our 
Unified Flag Football program, having the 
competition here today really builds awareness 
in the community and lets the community 
know we’re out here and all of that is 

really possible because of the Orange Bowl 
Committee.”

Special Olympics Unified Sports are dedicated 
to promoting social inclusion through shared 
sports training and competition experiences; 
Unified Sports joins people with and without 
intellectual disabilities on the same team.
Dark clouds and wet weather wasn’t enough 
to keep the dedicated athletes and volunteers 
off the field. Cheerleaders, fans and supporters 
applauded as each team ran through an 
inflatable football helmet tunnel. A sea of high 
fives and smiles could be seen from the stands 
as the more than 150 athletes stood on the 
field in their team jerseys.

After the pregame ceremonies which included 
the Orange Bowl’s check presentation to 
Special Olympics, the players were ready for 
some football.

OBC Community Outreach Chair Salo Sredni 
was one of the members who helped out. 
“Orange Bowl is such a great organization 
here in South Florida and to partner up with 
Special Olympics, which does such great work 
in our community, I’m really honored to be 
here and see the excitement that I see with all 
the athletes out here today.”

In Florida, Special Olympics serves more than 
25,000 athletes with the help of nearly 1,600 
coaches and more than 15,000 dedicated 
volunteers. 

Participants in the Unifed Flag Football tournament run onto the 
field excited to beging play.

Participating athletes celebrate a successful game.

Last year Dierks Bentley played the Orange Bowl halftime 
show. 
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Basketball Preview Cont. 

freshman Xavier Rathan-Mayes have picked up the scoring slack in his absence. 

For the Bulls, only three returning players had played minutes in an NCAA basketball game. 
Antigua’s roster includes three redshirt freshman, three true freshman and four transfers. 
However, his Bulls are won five of their first six games led by the three returning letter-
winners. All three are averaging in double figures, including senior guard Corey Allen Jr., 
who leads the team. The only other player averaging double figures is junior guard Nehemias 
Morillo, a junior college transfer. 

In game two, Billy Donovan leads his Florida Gators, fresh off a Final Four appearance, against 
Wake Forest and first year head coach Danny Manning. Last year was Donovan’s fourth Final 
Four appearance as coach of the Gators and first since his back-to-back national titles in 
2006 and 2007. Manning, who is no stranger to national championships, left Tulsa after two 
seasons to take the Wake Forest job. Before Tulsa, Manning spent six years as an assistant at his 
alma mater, Kansas, under Coach Bill Self. He was a member of the staff who won the 2008 
national championship. As a player, Manning guided the Jayhawks to the 1988 national title. 

The Gators are making their 16th appearance in the Classic and are 13-2 all-time. Billy 
Donovan’s squad returned only one starter from last year’s team, but looks to build on its 

depth and some new faces. Junior guard Michael Frazier II is joined in the starting lineup by reigning SEC Sixth Man of the Year Dorian 
Finney-Smith. Florida suffered some early season injuries as well, with Finney-Smith and starting guard Eli Carter missing time. Frazier, leads 
the team in scoring and transfer Jon Horford, brother of Gator-great Al Horford, has been a mainstay in the starting lineup, as well.

Danny Manning has his Wake Forest squad off to a solid start. Junior forward Devin Thomas leads the way, averaging a double-double in the 
early season.  Junior guard Codi Miller-McIntyre, the team’s returning leading scorer, is close behind in scoring. The young Demon Deacons are 
also getting meaningful contributions from three true freshman, all averaging over 6.0 ppg and starting at least three games thus far this year.

The action all takes place on December 20th. Florida State looks to win its fifth straight appearance and Florida looks to improve to 14-2 all-
time, while South Florida and Wake Forest try and make their Classic debut a good one.  

P R E PA I D
F L O R I DA

2014 Orange Bowl Youth Fooball Alliance Sponsors

Florida players celebrate a victory in the 2014 Elite Eight against 
Dayton. (Photo Credit: Tim Casey)

Wake Forest’s Leading Scorer Codi Miller-McIntyre
Photo Credit: Brian Westerholt
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We know play is hard work 
At Doctors Hospital Center for Orthopedics & Sports Medicine, we 
understand that every point scored represents hard work and love for 
the game. “We focus on treating injuries and getting players back on the 
field, but we also concentrate on prevention,” said Richard Hamilton, 
Ph.D., clinical director of the Brain Injury Program at Baptist Health 
Neuroscience Center.  “Concussions are a perfect example.” 

A “never quit” attitude can lead to victories, but taking a timeout 
to teach players about the dangers, symptoms and treatment of 
concussions, a type of traumatic brain injury, is a lifesaving strategy.

Prevention of concussions and the more serious problems that can 
result when they go untreated begins with education. Our specialists 
– physicians, therapists and athletic trainers – educate the community, 
particularly young athletes and their families, about injury prevention, 
guiding them toward strategies and practices that help maintain  
good health.  

“Many sports injuries are preventable, including some concussions,” 
said Michael Swartzon, M.D., a primary care sports medicine physician. 
“We emphasize proper training, technique and playing within the rules 
for the safety of everyone involved.” Research has also shown that 
strengthening the neck muscles will help stabilize the head during 
football activities.

Many young players don’t recognize when they’re 
experiencing a concussion. Others may suspect a problem, 
but minimize the dangers and continue playing. Players 
should know the symptoms of a concussion: loss of 
consciousness, headaches, dizziness, nausea, vomiting, 
loss of balance, sensitivity to light and noise, fatigue, 
problems with memory and concentration, mood 
swings and trouble sleeping. If these symptoms 
develop following a blow to the head or body, players 
should be evaluated by a doctor as soon as possible. 
Diagnosis and treatment can prevent more 
serious problems. 

If a player is diagnosed with a concussion, he or she must not be 
allowed to return for the remainder of the game. The player should be 
monitored closely every 10-15 minutes for worsening symptoms. Once 
the athlete is home, both physical and mental rest are required to lessen 
stress on the brain. Players must return to the doctor within 24 to 48 
hours for a physical to monitor symptoms and for a follow-up cognitive 
evaluation. Return to activities and school only with a doctor’s approval.

The Center for Orthopedics & Sports Medicine offers comprehensive 
services – from physical and cognitive evaluations to rehabilitations 
and surgical reconstructions. We are the sports medicine provider 
for the Orange Bowl, Miami Dolphins, Miami HEAT, Florida Panthers, 
Florida International University athletics, Miami Open Tennis, World Golf 
Championship, Miami Marathon and Half Marathon and Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools. 

Go to BaptistHealth.net/Ortho to make an appointment with a 
physician at the Center for Orthopedics & Sports Medicine.  
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