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Food and Philanthropy 
Unite at 2014 OBIEs
By Kallan Louis
High profile officials and athletes, celebrity award-
winning chefs cooking signature dishes and of 
course – Obie, the Orange Bowl mascot, were all 
in attendance to support the Orange Bowl Impact 
and Excellence (OBIE) Awards: A Taste of South 
Florida Presented By Florida Blue and Supported 
By Publix Super Markets.

On May 30, 2014, more than 500 people 
experienced a night of extraordinary food, 
entertainment and giving as the Orange Bowl 
celebrated those who share the organization’s 
values in giving back to the South Florida 
community. This sold out, highly anticipated 
event which was much different than years past. 

Previously the OBIEs was a sit-down dinner 
benefitting a number of local charities while 
providing scholarships to deserving high school 
graduating student athletes. The night would be 
capped off with a musical performance.

While still benefitting charities and providing 
scholarships, this year the 
OBIEs was a culinary experience 
featuring a group of celebrity chefs See 

Page 14

Chef Fabio Viviani of Siena Tavern Miami cooks with seven 
year-old “Wish Kid” Joey M. onstage at the 2014 OBIES

College Football Playoff: An Inside Look at the New Era
By Kacie Albert

Beginning this season FBS college football will enter a new four team playoff era. The best four teams, 
as determined by the College Football Playoff Selection Committee, will face off in two College Football 
Playoff Semifinals played in bowl games. The bowl games that will serve as the semifinals will rotate annually 
between the Sugar, Rose, Orange, Cotton, Peach and Fiesta bowl with the Sugar Bowl and Rose Bowl 
serving as the semifinals for the 2014-2015 season. For years that these bowl games are not hosting semifinals 
they will host teams consistent with conference affiliations and/or College Football Playoff committee 
selections. The two victorious teams from the semifinals will then advance to the College Football 
Playoff National Championship, this year played in Arlington, Texas. The National Championship 
Game will be played in a different city each year. In the process of selecting the final four teams for 

See 
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Introducing the Capital One Orange Bowl
By Daniel Pyser

As part of an agreement with ESPN, Capital One has secured the title 
sponsorship of the Orange Bowl, beginning with the Capital One 
Orange Bowl to be played on December 31, 2014, in South Florida.  
The multi-year deal builds on Capital One’s substantial support of 
college athletics by becoming the official credit card and bank of the 
new College Football Playoff.  

The Capital One Orange Bowl will play host to a College Football 
Playoff Semifinal  in year two of the agreement (New Year’s Eve 2015) 
and again in year five (2018).  In the other four years of the agree-
ment, the Capital One Orange Bowl will feature the Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC) Champion (or ACC replacement team should the 

champion qualify for the College Football Playoff) against a highly ranked team from the Big Ten, Southeast-
ern Conference (SEC) or Notre Dame. 

“As the landscape of post-season collegiate football evolves, the Orange Bowl looks forward 
to this new partnership with Capital One and continuing its long-standing relationship with 

See 
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the semifinals, the College Football Playoff Selection Committee will release 
weekly, top 25 rankings beginning Tuesday, October 28 for five consecutive 
weeks. Factors that will influence rankings and eventual team selections 
include schedule strength, results from head-to-head matchups against 
common opponents and conference championships won.

The Capital One Orange Bowl will host a College Football Playoff Semifinal 
every three years: December 31 in 2015, 2018, 2021 and 2024 at either 5 
p.m. or 8:30 p.m. During the eight years when the Capital One Orange 
Bowl does not host a semifinal it will feature the Atlantic Coast Conference 
(ACC) Champion, or if the champion is participating in the College Football 
Playoff the next highest ranked ACC school (as ranked by the CFP selection 
committee), against the highest ranked available school from either the Big 
Ten Conference, Southeastern Conference (SEC) or Notre Dame. The Big 
Ten and SEC will receive a minimum of three Capital One Orange Bowl 
appearances each during the eight games and Notre Dame may make up to 
two appearances. 

2014-15 2015-16 2017-18

Sugar Semi-Final
(Jan. 1)

Sugar
(Jan. 1)

Sugar
(Jan. 2)

rose Semi-Final
(Jan. 1)

rose
(Jan. 1)

rose
(Jan. 2)

Orange Orange
(Dec. 31)

Semi-Final
(Dec. 31)

Orange
(Dec. 31)

Cotton Cotton
(Jan.1 )

Semi-Final
(Dec. 31)

Cotton
(Jan. 2)

Peach Peach 
(Dec. 31)

Peach 
(Dec. 31)

Semi-Final
(Dec. 31)

Fiesta Fiesta
(Dec. 31)

Fiesta 
(Jan. 1)

Semi-Final
(Dec. 31)

Championship Arlington, TX
(Jan. 12)

glendale, AZ
(Jan. 11)

Tampa, FL
(Jan. 9)

The ACC rebrands
By Kallan Louis

In celebration of 62 years of competition, the Atlantic Coast Conference decided 
to give itself a makeover. In May, the ACC launched its new brand.  The ACC 
believes the new sleek mark still pays homage to the league’s storied legacy.   

“The ACC is well-positioned for many future successes and we are pleased with 
our new branding that reflects our limitless potential,” Commissioner John 
Swofford said. “The new, contemporary look modernizes and energizes the ACC 
mark, and, at the same time, still reflects the league’s history and rich tradition.”

The new mark was designed in partnership with SME,  a strategic brand 
development firm serving the higher education, non-profit, consumer products 
and sports and entertainment industries.  The company has worked closely with 
the ACC on other projects and has led the rebranding efforts of several major 
sports teams including the Miami Marlins. 

Many thoughts were considered prior to selecting the new mark. The ACC and 
SME listened to input from the members of the ACC, their alumni and fans 
before ultimately deciding on the new look. 

According the conference, the “ACC”  lettering is in a custom font design that 
leans forward to represent the conference’s continued goal of excellence and the 
bold silver underline symbolizes the ACC’s journey toward a bright future. 
With a number of eyes focused on success of the league’s members, the conference felt like now was the perfect time for an update. 

“With the recent expansion of our league and the addition of Louisville on July 1, it seemed a natural time to update our brand,” Swofford said. “We feel 
that it well represents the high standard and values the ACC has held for more than 61 years.” 

The new ACC logo, pictured above, is depicted in a custom font and features a bold silver 
underline. The new logo is extremely versatile as it can be displayed in the color pattern for 

any of the 15 member institutions. 

The College Football Playoff schedule over the next three years features the Orange Bowl hosting 
its first College Football Playoff Semifinal in the 2015-16 season. 
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ACC Commissioner John Swofford made an 
appearance at the September Orange Bowl Committe 
membership meeting. Swofford addressed the 
committee members on a number of topics including 
the ACC, the new College Football Playoff, and the 
future of the NCAA. Afterwards, he sat down with 
us to discuss some of the most relelvant topics in 
college athletics. Below is Part 1 of a two part Q&A 
session with Commissioner Swofford. 

what upcoming ACC ventures are you most 
excited for?

“Well I think looking forward this league just 
has tremendous upward mobility and a lot of 
opportunities in front of us with our 15 members 
and our new additions in recent years. I think 
specifically the two things we’ll really be focused 
on within the ACC is, number one, working with 
our television partner and the development of 
an ACC channel. As we move forward, I think 
that’s a very good possibility. And number two 
really incorporating our membership into the new 
NCAA structure and the autonomy they have 
given the Power 5 conferences.”

Talk about the addition of Louisville this year 
and what the means to the ACC.

“I think Louisville strengthens our league 
tremendously. Their facilities are outstanding; the 
quality of their teams in the recent years has been 
superb. I don’t know of an intercollegiate athletic 
program in the country that has come as far as 

the University of Louisville has in the last fifteen 
years. It’s an athletic program and university with 
tremendous upward trajectory.”

Talk about Notre Dame’s role with the ACC, 
with a football vs. non-football membership.

“We talked a long time in the league about 
whether we would accept any member that wasn’t 
a full member and we had turned down that 
proposition before. We reached a point where we 
felt like if Notre Dame agreed to play five football 
games against ACC opponents each year and 
maintain their football independence, but be a 
full member in every other way in the ACC, that 
that was a real plus for the ACC. Notre Dame 
felt like it was a real plus for Notre Dame. It was 
one of those win-win situations that I think helps 
Notre Dame do something they feel very strongly 
about, and that’s maintain their independence 
in the sport of football. And it gives us, from a 
business standpoint and a fan interest standpoint, 
great opportunities every year for five of our teams 
to play Notre Dame and brings them in as a full 
member in every other sport, so it’s a win-win.”

with all the changes in college athletics, where 
do you think the ACC stands in the grand 
scheme of college athletics?

“Well I think we stand as strongly as any 
conference in the country. When you look at the 
quality of institutions that are in this league, and 
the strength academically of those institutions, 
collectively it’s unmatched. Then when you 
factor in the quality of athletic programs, looking 
at each school’s history and combining that 
collective history in a number of sports you 
have a league that can compete for a national 
championship in any sport that’s out there that we 
play. If you look at the population base that our 
footprint now has, it’s larger than any conference 
in the country, which gives us tremendous 
recruiting opportunities ahead of us; it gives us 
tremendous business opportunities ahead of us 

from a television standpoint and a marketing 
standpoint.”

what does the increased autonomy for the 
Power 5 conferences mean for the NCAA?

“I think you’ll see the five conferences working 
together more closely than we ever have in terms 
of legislation because with those autonomy issues 
that the NCAA has given us, it’s going to require 
the 65 members of the five power conferences to 
sit in a room together and talk through and hash 
out what legislation we want to bring forward 
and that won’t be easy in my opinion. But, the 
beauty of it is that all of those representatives of 
those 65 institutions generally live in the same 
kind of world together and have similar kind of 
issues to address and similar resources to address 
them with. When you have that kind of situation 
you would hope that would lead to some very 
productive outcomes. I think one of the things 
we will see coming right out of the chute in 
determining some student athlete welfare issues, 
the full cost of attendance will become the norm 
for scholarship student athletes and I think that’s 
a plus and a step that we need to take. But I think 
the focus is really going to be on student athlete 
welfare. That can mean, in addition to the full 
cost of attendance and therefore upping the value 
of the scholarship, a number of other things in 
terms of health issues such as concussion and 
what’s done in that area; or how we assist our 
athletes that are in the elite category that may be 
going to the NFL or NBA and how to we help 
them in a more logical and effective way.” 

Swofford is the fourth and longest tenured comissioner of the 
ACC, a position he’s held for 18 years. 

John Swofford Interview
By Daniel Pyser
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WR Jamison Crowder 
Duke

WR Rashad Greene
Florida State

WR DeVante Parker
Louisville

RB Karlos Williams
Florida State

RB Duke Johnson
Miami

QB Jameis Winston
Florida State

C Andy Gallik
Boston College

G Laken Tomlinson
Duke

T Sean Hickey
Syracuse

T Cameron Erving
Florida State

TE Nick O’Leary
Florida State

G Tre’ Jackson
Florida State

OFFENSE

PK Roberto Aguayo
Florida State

P A.J. Hughes
Virginia Tech

SP Ryan Switzer
North Carolina

DT Grady Jarrett
Clemson

DEFENSE

DE Vic Beasley
Clemson

DE Mario Edwards Jr.
Florida State

DT Luther Maddy
Virginia Tech

S Jeremy Cash
Duke

CB P.J. Williams
Florida State

CB Kendall Fuller
Virginia Tech

S Anthony Harris
Virginia

LB Kelby Brown
Duke

LB Denzel Perryman
Miami

LB Stephone Anthony
Clemson

SPECIAL TEAMS

The preseason special teams roster was led by reigning Lou Groza Award winning 
placekicker roberto Aguayo of Florida State who received 79 of 99 nominations. In 2013 
Aguayo set an NCAA single season record for points earned by kicking (157).  Completing 
the special teams roster is Virginia Tech’s punter AJ hughes and North Carolina’s specialist 
ryan Switzer.  In 2014 Switzer tied the NCAA record for most returns for touchdowns 

Florida State’s Jameis winston led the offense 
receiving the most nominations (97 of 99) of 
any player. Winston is the reigning Heisman 
Trophy winner, preseason MVP and one of 
three returning Consensus All-Americans. Last 
season Winston led the nation in pass efficiency 
and threw for 4,057 yards and 40 touchdowns. 
Behind Winston is Miami’s Duke Johnson 
who ran for 920 yards and averaged 6.3 carries 
per game in less than eight full games. 

On defense, Clemson’s Vic Beasley led the voting receiving 96 of 99 
nominations.  Beasley, like Winston, returns for the 2014 season as 
one of only three returning Consensus All-Americans. Joining Beasley 
on defense are teammates grady Jarrett and Stephone Anthony. 
The Florida State Seminoles’ Mario Edwards Jr. was named to the 
team after recording 9.5 tackles for a loss in 2013 and is joined by 
teammate PJ williams who was key for the top ranked Seminole pass 
defense. 

2014 Atlantic Coast Conference Preseason Team
By: Kacie Albert
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what is the Football Committee and what role 
do you play as chair?

“We’re the committee that’s assigned to see who 
ends up playing in our game, what the matchup 
is and the role of the Football Committee is to 
make sure that we put the finest matchup possible 
on the field each and every year. As chairman of 
the Football Committee I get to work with a great 
group of individuals who go out throughout the 
season, spend time and look at different programs, 
look at different teams and fan bases, alumni 
support and all those things to try and make sure 
that, as a committee, we put the best product on 
the field.”

has the Football Committee changed with the 
new CFP and Orange Bowl contracts? If so, 
how?

“It’s changed a lot in the new College Football 
Playoff and under the new structure that we have 
with the ACC and with the other teams from the 
SEC, Big Ten and Notre Dame. The selection 
process has changed, the choices have certainly 
been narrowed, but at the end of the day, the 
game is still the same in terms of putting the best 
product on the field.”

what are thoughts on the Sun Life Stadium 
renovations and the impact it will have on our 
game in the future?

“I think they’re going to be dynamite. It’s nice 
to have an owner like Mr. Ross that has come in 
and said ‘I’m going to put my money up to make 
sure you guys have a state of the art facility, a first 
class or world class stadium.’ I’m very optimistic 
that that stadium is going to host some fantastic 
Orange Bowl games, some fantastic  National 
Semifinal games, and then we’re going to have 
the opportunity, in that stadium, to host some 
National Championship games as well as some 
Super Bowls.”

Talk about your legacy with the OBC, back to 
your grandfather, and what it’s meant to you to 
be a part of the organization. 

“Well it’s meant everything to me. This is an 
organization that I love, I grew up loving it. My 
family has been involved now for 3 generations 
and Orange Bowl is just part of our family and 
it’s part of what makes South Florida great. I’m 
not sure there is any organization that has an 80 
year run like the OBC does. It has been successful 
from day one but it’s been successful because 
it is member driven, it is member run, and the 
membership is just first class.”

Talk about your role within the OBC and how 
your position as mayor of Ft. Lauderdale has 
enhanced that. 

“I actually came on to the OBC the same year I 
went into public office. It has been a great run 
for both, it’s been very enjoyable, very rewarding, 
and as I indicated earlier the Orange Bowl is just 
an outstanding organization; it’s helped me serve 
better. We’ve been able to do some great things 
not only for South Florida but specifically for 
Broward County and Ft. Lauderdale. Orange 
Bowl Field at Carter Park is one of the great 
successes in the history of the Orange Bowl. 
When you’re out there for city events and there 
are 400-500 athletes competing in a track meet 
or 100 athletes competing in football games, you 
realize that this has changed the community and 
thanks go out to the Orange Bowl for making 
a difference in Ft. Lauderdale and making a 
difference in all our lives.”

what are you most looking forward to in the 
upcoming year in terms of the OBC?

“Well I think the College Football Playoff will 
bring an extra level of energy, an extra level of 
excitement and enthusiasm. And I think even 
you’re starting to see some real optimism that this 
system is going be here for a long time; that this 
playoff system, using the bowls as the vehicle for 
the playoffs is going to be here for a long time. It’s 
been a great start to the season and I think we’re 
going to have a great year with a great finish.” 

Committee Corner: Jack Seiler
A Sit-Down Interview with the Mayor of Fort Lauderdale and Football Committee Chair 
By Daniel Pyser

Jack’s grandfather, Earnie, is one of the original founders of the 
Orange Bowl Committee.

Carter Park ribbon cutting with former OBC president O. Ford 
Gibson (left), Mayor Jack Seiler (center), and former Miami 

Dolphin and current OBC member Nat Moore (right).
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Life happens fast. Today it’s youth football. Tomorrow it will be time for college. Florida Prepaid has made 
it easier than ever to start saving. With our new game-changing plan, now you can purchase one year 
of State University credit hours at a time. This stackable plan eliminates the pressure of having to buy all 
four years at once, and your family can team up to help save as well. Purchase one year now, buy the 
next when it’s economically feasible for your timeline and budget. With the new 1-Year Florida University 
Plan, NOW is the best time to start saving. Open enrollment begins Oct. 15.
We’ll help you get started at myfloridaprepaid.com.

P R E PA I D
F L O R I DA

Starting is Believing

Introducing the new
1-Year Florida University Plan Starting at $43/mo.
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PRESENTING SPONSOR OF THE OBYFA

Bringing Communities Together Through 
the Good Of Sport
The Orange Bowl Youth Football Alliance gives young athletes the opportunity to participate in football and 
learn invaluable life lessons in the process. Sports Authority is privileged to partner with the OBYFA in South 
Florida, as well as other organizations like it across the United States. Dedicated to keeping the passion for 
sports alive by giving back to communities everywhere, we are proud to sponsor OBYFA football players 
and cheerleaders. 

presented by

Get 5% Back on Footwear, Apparel 
& More When You Join The League 
by Sports Authority

sportsauthority.com
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Orange Bowl Kicks Off 16th Year of Park of the week
By: Kallan Louis

Obie hangs out with youth football players at Park of the 
Week.

P R E PA I D
F L O R I DA

Now in its 16th season, the Orange Bowl Youth Football Alliance (OBYFA) presented by Sports Authority 
kicked off its annual Park of the Week program on Saturday, August 23 at the Dick Conley Memorial 
Football League Jamboree in Homestead at Harris Field Park. Approximately 500 players, coaches and fans 
attended the 9 a.m. opening ceremonies showcasing all of the league teams. 

The Orange Bowl’s Director of Community Outreach, Latoya Williams, was in attendance and she had a 
message for the children participating and their parents. “We thank the players for their dedication on and 
off the field. Parents, we realize how diligently you work to get the kids out to the park for practice. And 
the cheerleaders are doing a great job. With the assistance of our presenting sponsor, Sports Authority, as 
well as our other sponsors, we are proud and excited to provide an opportunity for youths to play organized 
football.”

New Orange Bowl Committee Member Nan A. Markowitz also came out to the park to show support. “I am 
honored to be a member of the Orange Bowl Committee and for this to be my first volunteer opportunity 
with the organization. As a parent, I understand how it is. I take my son to play soccer every Saturday. So I 
want to say thank you to all the parents. Good luck to all the teams.”

The OBYFA Park of the Week program presented by Sports Authority recognizes select youth football parks 
across South Florida each Saturday during the fall to show its continued support of the community. At each 
stop during the program, Orange Bowl members, ambassadors and staff will distribute promotional items 

and discounts from OBYFA sponsors and present each park with a commemorative plaque.  

Following the jamboree, the Orange Bowl visited four Miami Xtreme Youth Football members: the Miami Police Athletic League (PAL) followed by the 
Shores Spartans, North Miami Beach Sundevils and concluding with the Ives Estates Thunder at Ives Estates Park. 

Ives Estates Park is the site of the Orange Bowl’s third Legacy Gift. Earlier this year the Orange Bowl held a ground breaking for the project which will 
include a new scoreboard and a state-of-the-art synthetic turf field. The renovations will directly benefit children who participate in various athletic leagues, 
after school programs and summer camps at Ives Estates Park. The local community will also benefit from the project, as Ives Estates Park will be able to 
attract a greater range of youth athletic competitions and community activities. In less than a decade, the projects have provided approximately $10 million 
worth of improvements toward the beautification of the South Florida community and recreational park activities for residents and their families. 

This year’s Orange Bowl Youth Football Alliance presented by Sports Authority with support from associate sponsors American Airlines, Doctors Hospital, 
Florida Prepaid College Board, FOX Sports Florida / Sun Sports, Hampton Farms, Marathon Petroleum, MetroPCS, Nike, Panter, Panter & Sampedro, 
P.A., Sparkling ICE,  The Miami Herald, Toyota, and Wells Fargo, continues to positively impact the South Florida community. 

    For more than 80 years, the Orange Bowl has been 
one of South Florida’s leading civic organizations, 
driving tourism and economic development, while 
supporting scholarships and community athletic 
facilities. Inspiring thousands of student athletes every 
year, the Orange Bowl’s activities help foster youth 
confidence, celebrate student achievement, engage the 
community and enhance the South Florida economy. 

2014 Orange Bowl Youth Fooball Alliance Sponsors
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On Saturday, June 28, the Orange Bowl Committee welcomed 
230 children and 110 coaches from around South Florida to 
the Orange Bowl Youth Football and Coaches Clinic presented 
by Sports Authority. 

The kids arrived at Alfonso Field at FIU Stadium on the 
campus of Florida International University to sunshine and 
clear skies, the perfect weather for football. On hand to instruct 
the youth and coaches alike was the FIU football coaching 
staff and student-athletes, led by head coach Ron Turner, who 
possesses more than 30 years of experience at the collegiate 
and professional level, notably leading Illinois to a 2010 Big 
Ten conference championship and trip to the Sugar Bowl, and 
a two-year stint with the Indianapolis Colts where he worked 
with Peyton Manning. 

The all-day event was spread across two sessions, with the 
children taking to the turf in the morning, while the youth 
coaches received training, tips and knowledge from Turner and 
his staff in the afternoon. 

In the youth session, both boys and girls alike had the 
opportunity to show off their football skills when Coach Turner 
and his staff ran the kids through offensive, defensive and 
agility drills. While running the drills, the camp coaches and 
college student-athletes instructed proper technique to promote 
on-field safety and minimize injuries. The youth camp spread 
beyond the playing field as the FIU coaching staff talked with 
the children about the importance of character development 
and good sportsmanship.
 
After a brief break, the FIU coaching staff and student-athletes 
began work with the South Florida youth football coaches. In 
addressing the coaches, the FIU coaching staff and student-
athletes focused on safety, providing tips, technique instruction 
and practice drills that promoted injury prevention. The youth 
football coaches also received instruction on how to promote 
character development and good sportsmanship. 

The Orange Bowl has hosted youth football clinics for youth 
football players and coaches for nearly a decade as part of 
the Orange Bowl Committee’s mission to serve the South 
Florida community. The Orange Bowl Youth Football Alliance 
presented by Sports Authority is in its 16th season and serves 
more than 16,000 young football players and cheerleaders in 
10 football leagues across eight counties. Since its inception in 
1999, the Orange Bowl has invested approximately $5 million 
in youth sports in South Florida.  

Youth Football Players and Coaches welcomed to FIU for Orange Bowl Clinic 
By: Kacie Albert

Kids participating in Orange Bowl Youth Football Clinic participated in a wide variety of offense, defense and 
agility drills led by FIU Coach Ron Turner.

Capital One
Continued from Page 1

ESPN,” said Orange Bowl president Luis Boué.  “Capital One’s commitment to collegiate 
athletics, teamed with ESPN’s reputation as a sports leader and the Orange Bowl’s 
championship tradition will ensure a beneficial relationship for all of us.”

ESPN will exclusively carry all New Year’s Six bowl games on December 31 and January 
1, including the Capital One Orange Bowl and Playoff Semifinals. For 2014-15, the 
Semifinals will feature No. 1 vs. No. 4 and No. 2 vs. No. 3 as ranked by the College 
Football Playoff Selection Committee, and will be played in the Rose Bowl presented by 
Northwestern Mutual and the Allstate Sugar Bowl on January 1, 2015. ESPN will also 
carry the inaugural College Football Playoff National Championship from North Texas, 
featuring the winners of the two semifinals on January 12, 2014. 
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and outstanding restaurants offering tastings and pairings, and competing to capture the 
title of best chef/restaurant as chosen by the patrons.

The OBIEs have been hosted by the Orange Bowl for more than a decade now. Much of 
the success and longevity of the event can be attributed to Florida Blue, the title sponsor. 
“Florida Blue and the Orange Bowl Committee share a long-standing partnership and 
a deep commitment to serving the community,” says the company’s Market President 
Penny Shaffer. “The OBIE awards are about celebrating the achievements of some 
incredible South Florida students and Florida Blue is proud to have supported the 
OBIEs for more than a decade.”

The star studded list of more than 30 chefs, restaurants and vendors was headlined by 
James Beard inductee Norman Van Aken of NORMAN’S at The Ritz-Carlton Grande 
Lakes. Van Aken is the only Floridian inducted into the prestigious James Beard list of 
“Who’s Who in American Food and Beverage.”

Bravo’s “Top Chef” all-star Chef Fabio Viviani, who is soon opening a Miami version of 
his Chicago-based Siena Tavern turned out to be the star of evening when he brought  
one of the Make-A-Wish Southern Florida’s Wish Kids – “Joey,” on stage to cook his 
favorite dish, macaroni and cheese. The boy and his family were then awarded a trip 
to Disney World. However, Viviani’s night was not complete as his restaurant won the 
overall “Flavor of South Florida” Award and the People’s Choice Award for their dishes: 
Gnocchi with Truffle Cream, fried sage, and crispy pancetta; Bay Scallop Crudo with 
granny smith apple, toasted coriander, lime, basil, chili sea salt.

Another “Top Chef” alum, Howie Kleinberg of Bulldog Barbeque & Burger also 
brought some delicious bites. Two former contestants from FOX’s “Hell’s Kitchen,” 
battled in the name of charity. Season five runner-up, Paula DaSilva of 3030 Ocean at 
the Harbor Beach Marriott Resort & Spa and Ralph Pagano of Naked Taco and Alba 
Seaside Italian didn’t make it easy for patrons to choose their favorite dish either.

Other participants included Michael Schwartz’s Harry’s Pizzeria (including cookies by 
Hedy Goldsmith), TAPERIA RACA, J&G Grill at the St. Regis Bal Harbour, Barton 
G. The Restaurant, Steak 954, Publix Aprons, S3, Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza, Pincho 
Factory, YOLO, Shula’s Steak House: The Original, and Miami Smokers just to name a few. 

The Orange Bowl recognized two individuals for the contributions they have made in the community and youth sports. Lauryn Williams received Orange 
Bowl Keith Tribble Community Service Award. Williams is the only woman and the fifth person to medal in both the Summer and Winter Olympic Games, 
having won Gold and Silver in Track & Field (Summer ’04 and ’12) and Silver in Bobsledding (Winter ’14). In the community, she was U.S. Track & Field’s 
(USATF) 2006 Visa Humanitarian of the Year, having done everything from volunteering with deaf students, to establishing a scholarship fund, to having 
been involved with USATF’s “Be A Champion” youth outreach program promoting the benefits of physical activity.

Nine year-old Kathryn Serra was awarded the Orange Bowl Jr. Courage Award. Serra earned a spot as the right tackle on the 90-pound Biscayne Key Rats of 
the Miami Xtreme Football League, a member of the Orange Youth Football Alliance presented by Sports Authority. She’s the first and only girl playing for 
the Key Rats. She is serving as a role model for girls by fearlessly excelling at a physical sport typically dominated by males.

Over the years, the Orange Bowl has been able to invest millions of dollars in the South Florida youth and sports through support of intercollegiate athletics, 
education, events, organizations and causes, in addition to the tremendous economic impact it provides. At this year’s event, approximately $100,000 was 
given back to the South Florida community. 

Proceeds for the OBIEs went toward the Make-A-Wish Southern Florida, Special Olympics Florida and the Orange Bowl the Leadership and Academy, 
which is scheduled to launch a pilot program in the fall and six student athletes from Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach Counties.  

Already recognized for hosting some of South Florida’s premier entertainment, the OBIEs is on the way to becoming “the can’t miss” philanthropy event of 
the year.  

OBIEs
Continued from Page 1

Top Left: OBC President Luis Boué presented Olympian Lauryn Williams with the 
Orange Bowl Keith Tribble Community Service Award.

Top Right: Student-Athlete Scholarship recipient Tyson Grace with Orange Bowl 
Committee CEO Eric Poms

Botttom: OBC President Luis Boué presents Special Olympics with financial 
contribution on behalf of the Orange Bowl Committee. 
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