
 

 

 
 

 

FLORIDA STATE TEAM ARRIVAL QUOTES 
 

HEAD COACH JIMBO FISHER: 
We’re doing great. We had a great Christmas break and we’re looking forward to getting down here to Miami and start practice 
and get ready for the Orange Bowl. It’s a great opportunity for us and we’re very happy to be here, very pleased to be here.  
 
ON WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HERE IN THE ORANGE BOWL 
It’s the first time we’ve been here in seven years. To be able to win a conference championship and have an opportunity to win 
our first BCS game in 12 years, I think it’s a huge step and I think we’ve taken a lot of steps this year to get back in that national 
promise. I’m very proud of our kids and our organization.  
 
ON WATCHING NORTHERN ILLINOIS’ FILM 
They’re a very good football team. They’ve won 21 of their last 22. They’ve got a quarterback who’s very dynamic, he can run, he 
can throw. But they’ve got other playmakers there too and on defense they’re extremely. They can rush the passer up front, they 
can play the run and get extra guys to the box. They’re very multiple in their coverages and very sound in their kicking. This is a 
heck of a football team.  
 
ON JORDAN LYNCH 
I think he’s very unique to himself. He’s very tough and rugged. We try to compare players all the time, but to carry the ball that 
many times on a leg and not be injured, to create the inside runs that he does and still create the passes. I think he’s very unique 
to himself.  
 
ON THE LAYOFF 
I think we’re ready. I was very pleased with our practices. Energy level was up and execution was up. We actually had another 
day or so off for the break. We we’re happy with the time off but we’ll need to get back to practice tomorrow and get real sharp 
real quick. 
 
ON IMPACT OF COACHING TURNOVER 
Didn’t (impact us) one bit. D.J. was back the whole time, our first big practices were on fundamentals, and preparation wise our 
whole group was back there. We were even able to add Sal in there which gave us a whole group of ideas that were new. 
Offense we were all the same so it didn’t bother us one bit. Having been through those as a staff three or four or five times, 
having won a nation championships in those years. When you have success guys are going to leave, and having been a part of 
that helped me as a head coach plan for how we were going to deal with that.  
 
ON HAVIGN BEEN THE LAST TEAM TO BEAT NOTRE DAME 
People remind us of that all the time. I said last year that Notre Dame was a good team and people didn’t believe me. And I 
thought we were too, we were too teams that were a year away from being significant in the national title. You always want to 
know the national champion in your sport, and having known Brian Kelly and Nick Saban very well I’m going to be very 
interested.    
 
 
MENTALLY PREPARING TEAM FOR NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Are kids are just so excited to be here. We haven’t had this kind of success in our program in a long time, the kids are extremely 
happy to be playing in a BCS game. No matter who we’re playing, and we think Northern Illinois is a great opponent, it doesn’t 
matter. We need to control what we can control and our kids our very excited. We haven’t been here in a while, and we have to 
gain that back.  
 
NOTES: 
Sal will help coach the game. D.J. Eliot will act as defensive coordinator for game. Marc Stoops will not be involved in coaching 
or game planning at all.  


