
 
	  

	  
 

 

POSTGAME NOTES 
 

2013 DISCOVER ORANGE BOWL POSTGAME NOTES 
 
Lonnie Pryor (FSU): Voted 2013 Most Valuable Player. Pryor is the first running back to earn MVP since Darren 
Evans (Virginia Tech, 2009). Pryor finished the game with 151 total yards (134 rushing and 17 receiving). Pryor’s five 
rushes for 134 yards marks the fewest carries to reach 130 yards or more rushing in Orange Bowl history.  
 
It is the sixth time an FSU player has earned MVP in the Orange Bowl. Pryor joins Willie Reid (2006), Andre Cooper 
(1996), Charlie Ward (1993 & 1994) and Jarvis Coursey (1981). 
 
Florida State’s 4th Orange Bowl win, ties for 4th most all-time (Record: Oklahoma 12; Nebraska & Miami 6). 
 
21 Points: Largest Orange Bowl margin of victory for an ACC team since 1955, Duke 35, Nebraska 7. 
 
Florida State: 8 different receivers with at least one catch. Ties for the third-most by a team in the Orange Bowl.  

• Orange Bowl Record – 10, twice (Oklahoma, 2005 & Alabama, 1953). 
• 9 Receivers 4 Times: Florida State, 2006; Florida, 2002; Miami, 1995; Nebraska, 1979. 
• 8 Receivers 5 times: FSU, 2013; Stanford, 2011; Kansas & Virginia Tech, 2008; Louisville, 2007. 

 
EJ Manuel 1 TD rushing, 1 TD passing: 4th time in BCS era (since 1999) in an Orange Bowl game. (Geno Smith, 
WVU, 2012; Todd Reesing, Kansas, 2008 & Jesse Palmer, Florida, 1999). Prior to 1999, the last time – 1985 Danny 
Bradley (Oklahoma). 
 
Jordan Lynch: 23 rushes (44 net yards), most by a quarterback in OB history. Previous record: Josh Nesbitt, Georgia 
Tech, 20 in 2010 (46 net yards). 
 
Schools from non-AQ conferences falls to 5-3 in BCS games. 
 
Florida State 534 total yards marks the 3rd straight year a team has gained 500 or more yards (West Virginia, 2012; 
Stanford, 2011). 

 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS HUSKIES 

  
NIU Streaks Ended:                            Overall Winning Streak, 12 (last loss: vs. Iowa, Sept. 1, 2012) 
                                                            Longest Win Streak as a NCAA Division I institution (since 1969) – 12 
                                                            Bowl Winning Streak, 2 
                                                            Jordan Lynch consecutive 100-yard rushing games: 11 (since UT Martin) 
  
NIU Postgame Notes 
  
NIU’s Jordan Lynch surpassed the 3,000-yard mark in passing for the season to become the first player in NCAA 
FBS history to pass for more than 3,000 yards and rush for more than 1,500 in a year.  Lynch entered the game with 
2,962 passing yards this year and threw for 176 yards in the game.  His 3,138 passing yards this season rank second 



on the NIU all-time single season list, 78 yards shy of Chandler Harnish’s 2011 record-setting total.    
  
Northern Illinois senior Martel Moore caught a touchdown pass for the fifth consecutive game when he scored on an 
11-yard reception in the third quarter for the Huskies’ first score.  Moore’s TD was his 13th of the season, tying him for 
second on the NIU single season list (with Sam Hurd, 2005). 
  
With his 25th touchdown pass of the season (to Martel Moore in the third quarter), Jordan Lynch tied Josh Haldi for 
third place on the Huskies’ single season chart. 
  
Northern Illinois 
  
Lynch attempted 41 passes in the game to set a new NIU school record for pass attempts in a season with 394. 
Lynch passed Chandler Harnish, who attempted 384 passes in 2010. 
  
The Huskies’ 10-point total was the fewest points scored by an NIU team since Sept. 2, 2010 when the Huskies lost 
at Iowa State, 27-10, in their season opener. 
  
The 21-point loss was NIU’s worst since falling to No. 7 Wisconsin, 49-7, on Sept. 17, 2011 at Soldier Field in 
Chicago. 
  
With four catches tonight, Martel Moore tied Hugh Rohrschneider (1963) for fourth on the NIU single-season 
receptions list with 75.  He finishes his Huskie career with 178 catches, fourth on the NIU career list. 
  
Lonnie Pryor’s 60-yard touchdown run in the first half was the longest given up by the Huskies in 42 games.  On Nov. 
27, 2009, Central Michigan’s Bryan Schroeder scored on an 80-yard run in a 45-31 Chippewa victory.   
  
Northern Illinois successfully converted a fake punt for the third time this season on its field goal drive in the first 
quarter when Desroy Maxwell took off on a 35-yard conversion.  Maxwell’s carry was the first of his career. 
  
NIU’s 83 rushing yards is the lowest total of the season.  The Huskies’ previous low was 147 yards versus Iowa. 
  
Jordan Lynch’s 41 pass attempts is the most this season and the most in a single game in his career. 
  
Senior Demetrius Stone made his team-leading third fumble recovery of the season in the first quarter on a fumble 
forced by Rashaan Melvin.  It was Melvin’s first caused fumble of the season. 
  
Freshman Paris Logan recovered Tyler Wedel’s onside kick after the Huskies’ first score of the second half as NIU 
converted on its first onside kick of the season.  
  
NIU Halftime Notes 
 
Northern Illinois has trailed in five of their 13 games this year, including the Toledo and Kent State… the Huskies are 
4-1 in those games. 
  
Northern Illinois has trailed at halftime in two games this season.  The Huskies were behind 21-17 at Western 
Michigan and 14-7 versus Toledo.  NIU won the WMU game, 48-34, and defeated Toledo, 31-24. 
  
Jordan Lynch has a 57.5 yard punting average on the season after a 52-yard punt in the first quarter was downed at 
the FSU five-yard line. 
  
Rashaan Melvin’s 1.5 tackles for loss are his first of the season. 
  
 



FLORIDA STATE SEMINOLES 
 

Career Night For Lonnie 
Not only did Lonnie Pryor break off a career-long 60 yard TD in the first half of the Orange Bowl, which was the 
second longest TD run in FSU bowl history, but that wasn’t all the senior did. In his final game as a Seminole, Pryor 
set a new career high in rushing yards. He set a personal best with a 31 yard scamper at the start of the second half 
to put him at 93 yards for the game. His previous best was a 65 yard performance versus USF earlier this year. Pryor 
put an exclamation point on his night in the fourth quarter as he went 37 yards for his second TD of the night. Pryor 
had three of the four longest runs of his four-year career in tonight’s game. 
 
That Makes Five 
With Lonnie Pryor’s 37-yard, fourth quarter TD run, the senior fullback went over 100 yards for the first time in his 
career. Pryor is the fifth different Seminole to rush for 100 yards or more this season. He joins Chris Thompson, EJ 
Manuel, Devonta Freeman and James Wilder Jr.  
 
Finally Got It 
He waited a while to set the all-time NCAA record for career field goals but Dustin Hopkins hit number 88 early in the 
second half to become the NCAA’s all-time field goal king. Hopkins was tied with Billy Bennett from Georgia who set 
the record from 2000-03. Hopkins went seven quarters without a field goal as he waited to set the record. 
 
Another Swat 
J.J. Watt is getting a lot of focus in the NFL for his effectiveness at batting down balls at the line of scrimmage. Bjoern 
Werner is having the same effect at the collegiate level. The dominating end knocked down his 8th pass of the 
season, which is the second most in the FBS by a defensive lineman.  
 
Brook It 
Late in the third quarter the momentum seemed to be turning in NIU’s favor. A Northern Illinois TD cut the FSU lead 
to 17-10 and then an onside kick put the Huskies back in business. Jordan Lynch was moving NIU down the field 
until Terrance Brooks stepped in. The junior hauled in his second interception of the season and the third of his 
career. It was a bit of déjà vu for Brooks who picked off Notre Dame in the end zone in last year’s Champs Sports 
Bowl to seal that win for the Noles. 
 
Most Prolific Ever 
The 2012 FSU offense will now go down in history as the most productive ever following tonight’s Discover Orange 
Bowl. In the fourth quarter the Seminoles surpassed the 2000 team for the most yards ever surpassing that squad’s 
6,588 with 6,591. It was the sixth game with over 500 yards of total offense this season for the Seminoles. 
 
D Does It Again 
The Florida State defense has been phenomenal all year and especially against the run. Nothing changed in tonight’s 
game as NIU mustered just 83 yards rushing. It was the first time all season the Huskies had been held below 100 
yards on the ground. Leading rusher Jordan Lynch was held to just 44 yards, which was 92 yards below his per 
game average in 2013. It is the 16th time in the last 34 games FSU has held the opposing team’s top rusher below 50 
yards. 
 
Final Record Watch 
EJ Manuel finished the season with 3,392 passing yards, the second-most in a season at FSU…Manuel is third in 
FSU history for career passing yards…Manuel is third in career completions at FSU…Rashad 


