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FSU OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

JAMES COLEY 

THE MODERATOR:  Coach, we welcome you here and welcome to South Florida.  You all have been here 
for a few days now. How have preparations gone so far. 

                JAMES COLEY:  Good.  Yesterday was our first day.  Our guys were really sharp.  They're focused.  We 
had a great week of preparation in Tallahassee.  But actually yesterday was our best day. 

                You know, sometimes when you give these guys a couple days off when you install new stuff, it sets in, and 
I thought EJ was really sharp.  I thought our receivers were on cue.  The timing was actually better.  So being our first 
day, it's interesting to see today.  Let's see how they respond. 

                We got out of staff meeting right afterwards, and we were watching the entire practice, and everybody was 
pretty pleased with how our players played. 

  

            Q.  EJ's season we learned recently has been involving his mother's health issue, as well, him having to play 
through that adversity. What have you seen in the growth of him this year against that backdrop, and also what 
should his legacy be at Florida State? 

                JAMES COLEY:  You know, it's been a tough year for him.  Whenever you have someone dear to you, 
whenever you see them struggling with an illness, especially at a young age, it's tough.  But the great thing about this 
job is you see these freshmen, and then by their fifth year you see them come in as young pups, and then you kind of 
see them seasoned, you know what I mean?  Not just as players but also as individuals. 

                So you saw him take that with stride and he's learning to become a professional at this.  It's demanding, it 
really is.  Some guys, they say these kids go to school for free; it ain't free, not at all.  They work.  When you have 
those times where you're struggling back at home, it's tough.  But he persevered through it. 

                His legacy?  He's our top percentage quarterback in the history of Florida State.  He's a winner.  He red 
shirted his freshman year.  We've called upon him every year because of injuries, and he's come in and saved his 
first season as a red shirt freshman, saved our season by getting us into a bowl game.  He's a competitor.  He's a 
fighter.  You watch him play, and the guys who played with him will tell you best, ask them next door, they love that 
guy.  They'll run through the wall for him. 

  

            Q.  Northern Illinois's defense, Coach Fisher talked about them being very sound.  Can you talk about what 
they do and the challenges they present? 



                JAMES COLEY:  Yeah, they're a 4-3 defense.  They're well-coached.  They have some older players who 
play extremely hard. As a group they play extremely hard.  This is probably the hardest-playing with regards to 
morale, rally-to-the-ball group that we've seen, one of the top that we've seen this year. 

                And obviously their success getting into this game is -- this is a product of it.  They are a bunch of guys who 
believe in what they're doing.  So that's our challenge.  They're going to have conviction on what they do, and that's 
what we're pushing with our guys, conviction in what we do, and let's let it meet on the field. 

                But you have certain players that are extremely -- that are good.  They're going to play on the next level off 
of their defense. No. 90, defensive end, 93, defensive tackle, those guys are real good players.  The middle 
linebacker is a tough kid from Miami, Victor, and I think he went to Christopher Columbus.  Hard-nosed kids.  They 
have the right 11 playing. 

                So that's what we're facing.  We're facing a team that's going to come out there, and they're going to be 
willing to bloody their noses and get after you and play all 60 minutes. 

  

            Q.  Could you talk about the development of Nick O'Leary, one, his blocking, and two, yesterday Jimbo said 
he thought he'd probably catch 30, 35 balls this year, he has 19.  What has been the reason why maybe he didn't 
have those numbers? 

                JAMES COLEY:  Development has been -- very pleased with it.  He is a guy who's 235 pounds, 6'4", 235, 
and he's playing at the end of the line of scrimmage in a pro-style offense, and he, week to week, goes against some 
defensive ends that are 280, 275, and he's giving up some size.  He's really bought into being a technician because 
he has to because he's giving up sometimes length and size.  And he's bought into the fact of sacrificing particular 
plays where he knows that he's outsized and out-strengthed. 

                He's giving up a lot of numbers physically, you know, and I'm -- from springtime when you play against our 
defensive ends, Bjoern Werner and Brandon Jenkins before he got hurt, you saw him get better, and then in the 
summer you saw him battling, which was a good sign, because when you go against our defense, it can be rough. 

                As far as him developing his full game, I thought he's done a great job this year.  Now, 19 catches, there 
were certain games we thought he could get more, and the ball just didn't go that way because of coverages.  There 
are certainly plays called for him to get one-on-one match-ups, and we ended up scoring touchdowns off of those 
plays because the safety would jump on the tight end like against Duke, we had a couple post routes and actually we 
were trying to work -- where we were trying to get on their middle linebacker and work option routes because we 
thought that would be a good match-up, and the safety was buzzing down and doubling Nick, helping out the Mike 
linebacker and we were hitting Rashad and Rodney over the top of post routes. 

                You know, it's going to go that way sometimes, but we expect him -- what did he have, 11 last year?  He's 
had 19 this year including a two-point play.  We'll see how he finishes up the bowl game and then next year hopefully 
that'll double, as well. 

  

            Q.  You kind of had a big hand in the recruitment of Bjoern Werner.  What was it that stuck out about him, and 
also when you guys realized he could play defense could you have fore seen the type of year and couple years that 
he's had? 

                JAMES COLEY:  You know, it's funny, I went up there, and we definitely wanted to offer him as an 
offensive player, and we were thinking more in the lines of tight end or center.  And when we went up there, that 
didn't go over well.  I said, I know, I gave him the positions in his face, and everything was just like total 
depression.  He walked away, and I was like, wow.  But the coach pulled me to the side, and he said, you know what, 
coach, you need to watch this kid play basketball.  He's just learned how to play basketball but you get to see him 
move around.  It was probably 15 degrees outside.  They had an indoor gym, it was in Connecticut up in the 
mountains.  I'm fromMiami so I'm definitely not prepared.  I was in that gym, I was dying to get to that car. 

                But I went in there, and I just watched him play.  And you can see his athleticism running up and down the 
court, jumping.  He wasn't an interior guy.  You saw his skill set.  He was fouling everybody.  They stood no 
chance.  We pulled out the game film again, and then I kind of put two and two together, we were like, well, you 



know, they're asking him to do this, I've seen him do that, and then I called Jimbo and told him, this kid is -- he's a big 
athlete, and he watched the film again, and at the end of the -- after they showered and all that, we offered him as a 
defensive end.  So it went from extremes there.  It went from us going in there kind of thinking maybe this guy -- Will 
Tye was there as a tight end, maybe this guy is a center, tight end type of guy, big body, and it turned out that, no, he 
was a lot -- his athleticism, he can play on the perimeter, he can come off the edge. 

                It doesn't surprise me.  He came down here as a freshman, and we were telling him you've got to get used 
to the humidity and you've got to get used to the heat, and he worked out on his own the first several days to get 
used to this humidity in Tallahassee. 

                By the time they were doing 110s as a group, their sprints in the summer, he was one of the leaders as a 
freshman.  He was telling guys, get up, get up, and the strength coaches were all -- from his first day, everybody 
that's been around him just raves about him, whether it's academics or the strength staff or his position coach.  So it's 
no shocker. 

                And you know what, certain guys -- one thing you always question sometimes when guys don't grow up 
around this game is do they have the instincts to play, especially on defense, and he has it.  He understands the 
game.  Sometimes he probably understands it better than some of the guys who grew up here and have been around 
the game their whole lives.  He's studied it.  But very proud of him. 

  

            Q.  I know you grew up in Miami and I believe near the Orange Bowl, the old Orange Bowl? 

                JAMES COLEY:  Yep. 

  

            Q.  Can you talk about some memories of the Orange Bowl and how much you went there growing up and 
what it's like without it there, and also the difference in playing at Sun Life? 

                JAMES COLEY:  You know, I grew up on Northwest 4th Street and 18th Avenue, about two blocks from the 
Orange Bowl.  The Orange Bowl was -- as kids in that community, that was our playground.  Hide and seek and 
running onto the field and throwing the football, getting chased by the security guards, getting out of there, and 
parking cars.  You might have parked at my house if you went to one of the games. 

                But that was a -- that was always the bright side of a working-class neighborhood was the games on 
Saturdays, the games on Sundays when the Dolphins were there.  I always thought it lifted up the community.  As 
kids you'd go outside and see the Goodyear Blimp.  That was a big deal. 

                Yeah, you know, it's weird because I recruit Miami -- it's weird driving down 17th Avenue and not seeing 
the OB.  It's a nice baseball stadium, a nice park, but you miss it.  You miss seeing that stadium.  We played there in 
high school.  That was our home games. But yeah, it was a nice deal. 

  

            Q.  I wanted to ask you about the arrangement that you guys have with the staff.  I don't think you're the only 
offensive coordinator who doesn't call the plays.  Virginia Tech does it, too.  How has that arrangement worked out for 
you, the fact that you're offensive coordinator but you don't call the plays?  Is that okay with you? 

                JAMES COLEY:  Yeah, absolutely.  Coach is -- he's the head coach.  He's called plays for a long 
time.  He's very successful.  He knows a lot.  He walks into meetings and he'll bring up stuff that he hasn't done in a 
while or stuff people are doing now, he's done it before, and it's an ongoing -- we're all learning around him.  But you 
know, the way it works -- I guess what you're asking is how does it work for us.  He's got a lot of head coaching duties 
that he does, and we, especially myself, I try to get all the information to him so when he walks into these meetings 
it's very productive and we're not sitting around there and there's not a lot of wasting time.  His questions get 
answered right away with regards to schemes and how -- what our opponent is doing.  And then during the week I 
script the practice to the things he wants to see, and I kind of organize the week out for him so that on Saturdays he's 
ready to go. 



                It's worked out well.  It's worked out well. 

  

            Q.  Could you talk a little bit about the development of Stork at center and how he's come on to be a 
second-team all-ACC and what Lonnie Pryor brings to your backfield? 

                JAMES COLEY:  You know, Bryan Stork was a kid that I recruited originally as a tight end, maybe an 
offensive lineman, and he was light when he came on his official visit.  He was probably around 235 pounds.  He 
knew he would have to be -- play offensive line just because of the guys we had at the tight end position, and Coach 
Trickett really thought he could be a good guard-center type of guy if he can gain the weight, and he did. 

                He's tough.  We call him Red Beard.  He's got this beard, and it's red, and he kind of looks like a pirate, and 
he barks, and he's a team guy.  They all follow him, the offensive line.  What a great story his story is with his father 
passing and him kind of trying to -- he raised himself up the ending of his senior year, and coming to Florida State, 
having to get bigger and stronger, and he's been a three-year starter for us.  He's a guy you want at center.  He's a 
guy that will lay it all on the line and give it all he has.  You can't ask for anything more from him. 

                Athletically he's a tight end skill-set wise playing center.  So he's quick, strong, he's got his big hands, and 
when he locks up on guys, that's about it.  He does a good job torquing guys.  Brian has just been one of our 
backbones with our big guys. 

                Lonnie Pryor, the mayor of Okeechobee, he's awesome.  As a football player, very unselfish, makes plays 
in games when you need plays.  Lonnie is a guy who's like, give me the ball, and sure enough, he'll run somebody 
over and get a 1st down or catch a ball from the backfield and change field positions.  Outside of the game, he's 
unbelievable.  He's the type of guy that you want your son to have a locker next to.  He's a team player.  He's a big 
community guy.  He loves -- both those guys. 

                And then this recruiting process when you recruit guys, something that always stands out, there's guys who 
would like to play for Florida State, and there's guys that would die to play for Florida State, and both those guys 
love Florida State.  That's their school. 

                So when we play games, when we play rivalry games and stuff like that, it means a lot to them, and that's 
infectious to the rest of the guys.  They see how much passion they have in those games, and they know what's on 
the line because they know those guys do things right. 

                So those are two big leaders for us, both those guys. 

  

            Q.  I'm just curious if you can talk a little bit about the staff turnover and how you guys have juggled losing 
assistants and gaining assistants and what practices have been like.  Could you walk me through that and where you 
are right now? 

                JAMES COLEY:  Yeah.  You know, recruiting is crazy because you lose three guys and you've got to take 
up their areas in recruiting, and those guys did a great job where it was pretty easy to pick up.  So you kind of do 
double duty.  You have your area and you have somebody else's area.  You're double the phone calls that night. 

                But emails and Facebook and all that stuff, it's extra.  But those guys did a great job where it was easy to 
come in and you had all the information already provided on the prospects, and you knew who you were recruiting.  It 
wasn't someone that they only spoke with. The way Coach Fisher sets this up, it's area recruiting, but a lot of people 
were involved in the recruiting process. 

                That's been the biggest thing. 

                On our side of the ball, Eddie Grant is still here, you know, so Coach G, he's still at practice, and we're not 
missing anything he's doing, special teams and all that.  And on the other side of the ball you have Coach Eliot has 
kind of stepped in for Coach Stoops, and he's been double-duty type of deal. 



                I think the biggest area whenever there's turnover like that where guys get promoted and get other jobs is in 
recruiting.  I think the staff and the team by the time you get to a bowl game, you know order, so guys pick it 
up -- even senior players, they see it and they stepped up and they have a leadership voice in defensive meetings 
and stuff like that. 

                But recruiting is always the toughest part. 

  

            Q.  Kind of speaking of recruiting, one guy that you guys had a week to recruit was Kevin Haplea.  We haven't 
had a chance to talk to you about his recruitment and bringing him in.  What was that experience like, having such a 
tight window to bring a guy on as a transfer and what he's done for you this season. 

                JAMES COLEY:  Right.  I don't know if it was really a recruiting deal; you know what I mean?  That's why 
whenever you -- obviously the first time around, he picked Penn State over us, and that's where his heart was 
then.  But there was something about us in the process that we stuck out.  But it was pretty fast when they released 
him.  He made contact with us, and then of course we remembered him as a player, and he came on an official 
immediately, and he made his decision as soon as he got on campus. 

                But it was pretty quick.  Good kid.  I know you guys spoke with him.  I read some of those articles.  He's 
smart, tough, good mix in our room, good mix on our offense.  Those guys all travel together up north, Sean Maguire, 
Kevin and Josue.  They bring a lot to the table. 

  

            Q.  Not everybody on this team was here for some of the darker days a few years ago at Florida State.  Could 
you just talk about watching these guys go from where they were when you got here as an assistant to playing in an 
Orange Bowl and what it would mean to cap off the season with a win? 

                JAMES COLEY:  Right.  You know, these guys that came in here during -- as freshmen, there was a lot of 
transition, a lot of things taking place, and they've -- like I said, it's great having this job because you kind of -- you 
see a finished product.  You see a guy change.  An immature kid or just shy, to a guy that's going to talk.  Next door, 
I'm dying to go over there and see Rashad talk.  He's quiet, but he's a sophomore so he'll be different in two years 
and be a different guys from experiences of seasons and instances on the team and stuff like that that will make him 
different. 

                But like EJ, I'm proud.  You see EJ and you've got a good feeling inside because you saw him develop in 
this process.  You saw him go in games, and it's, hey, man, we need this win, and I've got you, Coach.  One of those 
deals. 

                You saw it early in the process where you don't know if it was really -- you're like, I hope he has this, you 
know what I mean? To now you know it.  You feel it.  You know he'll lay it on the line. 

                Yeah, these guys, these seniors, Rodney Smith, I'm very proud of them.  I'm very proud of them. 

  

            Q.  Coming into this game you're going up against Northern Illinois' defense.  What's your motivation kind of 
just going up against them?  You get into the Orange Bowl kind of expecting to go up against kind of a big 
powerhouse school and then it's Northern Illinois's defense.  What's your motivation going up against them? 

                JAMES COLEY:  You know, you're playing in a BCS Bowl game.  This is the first time we've been here 
together as a team in a long time.  It's a great setting, great environment.  You're going against a team who -- we get 
to watch them, the fans don't.  No one watches them every day on film.  We get to watch them.  And as competitors, 
you notice, hey, that defensive end, that guy is pretty good; how can I win on this block?  Or you know what, that 
corner to the field, man, he's savvy; I can't fall asleep and lay one out there and get a pick.  You know what I 
mean?  You watch them on film and you notice they're well-coached and they play hard. 



                As players, the players, they're not looking at their helmets, they're looking at how plays are going to be 
successful versus what they do; you know what I mean?  They don't care about the uniforms or anything like that; 
they're watching how good they are because they got here. 

                I think our guys realize that, and our guys, there's a lot of respect towards what they've done this year, and 
I don't think a motivation at all is going to be an issue. 

  

            Q.  I wonder if you could talk about this game through the prism of the development of this team under 
Jimbo.  Talk about this as a spring board to Florida State eventually launching itself back into that top, top elite tier in 
college football. 

                JAMES COLEY:  Right.  You know, that was a goal.  The goal was to win our conference and to get to the 
BCS game, to get to this Orange Bowl.  That's where our -- it starts off with your Conference Championship.  When 
we got here as a staff the first year, we played for ACC Championship against Virginia Tech, and we lost that game, 
and we knew what it was like to go to that game.  We didn't know what it was like to win that game as a staff, as 
players. 

                So this year I thought getting there, winning that game, now we know what it tastes like.  Now we know 
what it's like to get into this big game, BCS Orange Bowl.  Yeah, it's definitely a big-time step up from where we were 
in the past. 

                And you see our players grow.  They know now how to win, win not just critical games, conference games 
and then the conference championship games.  The Orange Bowl is going to be a great game Tuesday night. 

                FastScripts by ASAP Sports 

Florida State QB E.J. Manuel 

What is the mind set of your team being expected to win? 

“The mindset is great. I think nobody is really focused on the expectations, but more so just going out there and 
practicing well and taking care of square one first and everything else will follow.” 

Are you guys more concerned on what you guys need to do to execute or is it more looking at them to try and see 
what you can exploit? 

“Both just like any opponent. We’ve spent plenty of time, we’ve had such a long time between our last game (the 
ACC Championship) but we’ve spent a lot of time watching film on these guys so we’re prepared. Coming into this 
week I wanted to have a lot of film under my belt and so I did that. It’s a team that we haven’t played before [and] that 
we haven’t seen a whole lot, but they earned their right to be here just like we did. So we’re not going to think this is a 
lesser team or a lesser opponent, we still got to go out there and prepare and play well.” 

The perception is you should come out and handle [Northern Illinois] pretty well, what is the team’s reaction to that 
and how do you deal with that? 

“I think we expect it as well. Not anything against those guys, but I think whoever we’re going to play that is the way 
we want to think. That we can come out and play well, if we execute like we’re supposed to we’ll win the game.” 

Anything in their defense you are looking to exploit? 

“They have good players, they have good speed when you watch on film, but not anything dissimilar to the guys 
we’ve played before. They have a good team so I think the biggest thing for us is to worry about our offense and 
focus on that and we’ll be fine.” 

How hard is it playing with your mom battling cancer at the moment? 



“She is doing well. My mom has a good tone of voice when I call her since I can’t see her during the season. I can tell 
how she’s feeling, if she’s having a rough day or a good day. My mom has done a great job. It was tough, but I can’t 
allow it to be a deterrent in what I do. My mom didn’t want that to be a reason to cause me not to play well. “ 

This is your last game how will you be feeling with all the emotion with what your mom is going through? 

“I will be locked in on our game and my mom wants that. I’ll be locked in on my last game as a collegiate player, 
being in a BCS game [like] the Orange Bowl this is what you work for and we’ve got to this point and I’m not going to 
allow our team to fall short of it.” 

Florida State K Dustin Hopkins 

How’s been supporting E.J. and his mother after being diagnosed with breast cancer… 

“It’s very important because of how close we are and how close our families are. Our families are real good friends 
too. Getting that prayer chain going of being there for somebody you love and somebody you just want to see the 
best for.” 

All the talk is about Northern Illinois being in their first BCS game, but it’s the first BCS game for you guys as well, 
how is that like… 

“There is a rich history at Florida State and you are kind of upheld to a standard of play that people were used to 
seeing 15 years ago. It is a little unfamiliar but at the same time whether it’s a BCS game or some other game you 
are going through the same preparations, same practice, basically the same everything. So as great as this Orange 
Bowl is, at the same time, bottom line we are preparing the same way to win on the field and I think that is what’s 
important.” 

How do you guys stay loose… 

“I think when you put 120 guys in a room, we are pretty loose just given the fact that we have quite a few pranksters. 
Looseness is a great thing, but on the field I think sometimes at practice it’s also good to get homed in. I think we’ve 
done that too to get focused in at practice and keep the joking for the breaks or whatever it is. I think a sign that we’re 
ready is knowing where we’ve been and how we’ve played and overcoming some adversity by coming from behind. 
Just knowing your guys and knowing how we’ve played in the past and carry it over to this game.” 

  

Florida State wide receiver Rashad Greene 

How excited are you to play in the Orange Bowl… 

“It’s very exciting. Everybody is all pumped up. We are not too excited and not too ready for the game we still have a 
lot of preparation to do as far as practice goes to get prepared for this game, but everybody is excited. It’s been a 
minute since we’ve been a part of a BCS bowl around here at Florida State so it’s very exciting for us. We are all 
ready to go out there, compete and have fun.” 

What have you been stressing the most this week in practice… 

“Details. Those small details will take you a long way. Execution and most importantly, Jimbo says this before every 
practice and every game to go out and have fun. That’s the main thing, to go out and have fun. 

What was the difference this year to get you to the Orange Bowl… 

“That team chemistry. Coming together as one, playing together as one. It makes a lot of difference. People may not 
realize it, but how you come together as a team makes a difference on how you play on the field. We get used to 
each other, start trusting each other more. We are able to do a lot of execution because we trust and believe in each 
other.” 

What is your take on Northern Illinois… 



“I give them a lot of respect. They won their conference, you have to respect that. They won ten games. That’s 
something to look at. When you see them on the field you see they play together. Their execution of little details. 
They are a very well coached team, so you have to respect that as a player to go out there and prepare for them.” 

FSU RB Devonta Freeman 

On whether or not they were surprised that they were playing NIU: 

“I was kind of happy for their program that they actually got a chance to be in a BCS bowl game. It was kind of 
shocking because I thought we would be playing Louisville instead of them. But I definitely don’t take them for 
granted or look at them down in any type of way because they practice hard; just like we practice. I think they deserve 
to be here. They got here on their God-given ability. The media is going to say a lot of stuff, but they deserve it. I think 
it is a great chance for them to show that they can play a great game against us.” 

On whether or not they are taking NIU lightly: 

“No, we practice hard. Coach Jimbo (Fisher) always preached to us that it doesn’t matter who we play; just go out 
there and play like it is your last game. So I know we are practicing at a high level like we were playing in the national 
championship against a great team.” 

On what he thinks NIU is bringing to the table: 

“We are looking for them to come out and play us very hard, very tough, bring a physical game, make a lot of trash 
talk all night; I just think they are going to come out and give us their best.” 

Northern Illinois LB Tyrone Clark 

How does Florida State compared to the opponents in the MAC… 

“Florida State first and for most have good players. The difference between them and the MAC, they have talent at 
each skill position. I’m not saying the MAC does not, but they are very skilled in each area. So one team might have 
one running back you have to stop, or one wide receiver you have to stop, but with them as we continue to watch 
film, they are a complete team. We have our work cut out for us, but we’re built for it.” 

Florida State averages 450 yards of offense per game, how do you stop them… 

“Defense first, we believe we can stop them. We are going to do what we do. Believe in our plan and just the team to 
do everything that we have. We are not going to change anything. We are going to stick to our routine defensively, 
and we are just going to come out and execute.” 

Are you visualizing after this game if you win what the nation is going to say… 

“I’m not going to get into all of that. I’m just visualizing the first, the first snap of the game and taking it from there.” 

What have the Miami kids on your team said leading up to coming here for the Orange Bowl… 

“Those boys from Florida they understand this Orange Bowl more than anybody else on the team, the bigness of it. 
All the Florida boys just feel at home and are excited and ready to play.” 

NIU DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
JAY NIEMANN 

THE MODERATOR:  We want to welcome defensive coordinator Jay Niemann to the Discover Orange Bowl 
press conference this morning.  Coach, you've had a few days to be here in South Florida to continue preparations 
for the Discover Orange Bowl.  How are things going for your team over the past few days. 



                JAY NIEMANN:  It's been going really good.  Our players have enjoyed all the festivities.  Everybody has 
been really cordial and outgoing and everything has been first class.  We've had several good practices that we've 
been able to get under our belt, and everything is off to a great start, so we couldn't be happier with where we're at. 

  

            Q.  Can you talk about Florida State's offense, the dynamic of it?  They have so many skill guys, so many 
guys that can be kind of game breakers, and also specifically EJ and your thoughts on EJ Manuel? 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Well, he's where it all starts.  Every great offense, almost every great offense has a great 
quarterback within it, and obviously when you throw 22 touchdowns for over 3,000 yards and complete 67 percent of 
your passes, you're doing some things pretty well.  So he's a great talent.  He's a great player. 

                But like you said, there's lots of other guys within that offensive system that have a lot to do with his 
numbers and his production, and there's great running backs within the system.  Their tight end O'Leary I think is a 
little bit of an overlooked player, particularly in their two-back package offensively as far as what he does in the pass 
game for them, and then their receivers, they've got a stable full of guys that have great size and speed and can go 
up and get the ball. 

                Like any good offense at this point in time when you've won 11 and 12 games and getting into BCS Bowls 
you're going to see offenses that are tough to defend because they have multiple weapons.  Certainly they do, and 
that's the challenge for us, to get them bottled up. 

  

            Q.  I'm interested in your thoughts on this bowl game, obviously there's a lot of hoopla that goes along with it, 
something that Northern Illinois hasn't really experienced before.  What is the toughest part about being a coach in a 
situation where you're getting athletes going in to beach parties and going to South Beach? 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Personally I don't think it's been more difficult.  You know, this is the second bowl that I've 
been to with NIU, since we've only been here two years, obviously, but again, it's a BCS bowl.  The magnitude of the 
game is greater and all those types of things, but the process is still the same in terms of the players' preparation, 
knowing when it's time to practice, when it's time to play, when it's time to meet and separating those things from all 
the other things that go along with it. 

  

            Q.  There's been so much national attention obviously about Northern's offense in Jordan Lynch in particular, 
and yet the defense of the Huskies has really improved, especially from last year.  Just talk about the pride factor of 
the entire unit to get the recognition that they deserve, as well. 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Well, they have improved, and I appreciate your comments on that.  I think our players 
really don't care, honestly, where that credit goes or who gets it.  One thing about Jordan Lynch, he's as humble and 
as gracious a person as you're going to find.  It makes it very easy for our players to -- on defense to hear the things 
that are said about him, to see the things that are written because he's just one of the guys.  He'd be just as close 
with the defensive players as he is the offensive players, so I don't think the issue of who's getting credit or any of 
those things is a factor with our team.  They just want to win, they want to compete, they want to do well, and 
however we get that done, whether it's winning 40-39 or whether it's winning 7-3, at the end of the day a win is a win, 
so that's what they've been about. 

                We have improved a great deal defensively.  Our kids have taken a lot of pride in that process.  It started all 
the way back last spring when we came off of the signing date and recruiting and started to get into spring practice, 
and I think that's where the foundation was laid for where we've gone with this defense.  The players have done 
everything that we've asked of them in order to get to where they are right now and have done a great job throughout 
spring, summer and fall and have put together a good year. 

                I don't know if that answers your question directly enough, but we're -- like I say, we're just about going and 
playing as a team. 

  



            Q.  How has Rod getting the head job affected you both in terms of maybe planning and just your relationship, 
personal relationship with him? 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Well, I couldn't be more happy for him.  Let me just say that from the outset.  What a great 
opportunity for him, and very deserving of this opportunity, so we're thrilled for him to be in the position that he's in. 

                He's an offense-minded guy, of course, and at this point in time, with only a couple weeks between the 
announcement of him being the head coach and us being in this game, it's not like he could become a defensive 
minded coach or get too involved in our planning because of the terminology and just the Xs and Os of what we've 
done over the course of 12 weeks.  You just don't pick that up in a week to 10 days or two weeks.  He's plugged in 
and given us his thoughts on things that pertain to the game and the preparation, but by and large it's been myself 
and the other defensive staff members who have put the plan together and set up the practices and done all the drill 
work and things with the players to get them ready. 

                After playing 12 or 13 games you kind of do what you do on both sides of the ball.  Things aren't apt to 
change a whole lot outside of little wrinkles that you have each week for a game plan.  Whether Coach Doeren was 
still here or not here, I don't think that would have changed too much what we were doing for this game. 

  

            Q.  Your pass rush obviously has been strong this year.  What's contributed to that, and what type of 
challenges will it pose try to rush a guy like EJ Manuel? 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Well, I appreciate that.  We've done a great job trying to pressure the quarterback with 
four guys.  I think a lot of that has to do with just their maturity and their experience within our system.  Last year 
obviously being our first year, there's a learning curve there that you have to go through, and I think you've seen the 
curve go from kind of the infancy stages to where we're really polished at what we're doing now.  They do a great job 
just understanding what they're being taught by Ryan Nielsen our D-line coach, and we have a plan every week for 
how we're going to try and pressure the quarterback in passing situations, and so those guys have done great job 
getting that plan down and executing it on game day. 

                With EJ Manuel, obviously his foot speed and his size present some different issues that you might not face 
with other quarterbacks other weeks, and so we'll have to consider bringing a fifth rusher at times if that's what the 
down and distance and field position situations call for, and if not then we've just got to do a great job with our rush 
lane ratios and compressing the pocket and keeping him in there, and when he gets out then we have to have a way 
to get him contained with linebackers and try to make sure that he's not throwing the ball down the field and hurting 
us by running and throwing, hurting us with his feet, because he can do that, too. 

                Big challenge, but we'll have our ways to schematically keep him contained. 

  

            Q.  Could you talk a little bit, please, about your four South Florida guys that you have, Jamaal, Ken, Victor 
and Demetrius, a little bit about each of those four and what impact they've had in terms of the success of your 
defense? 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Mm-hmm.  Well, Jamaal Bass has been a linebacker that's played a couple different spots 
for us.  Our linebackers, we have a middle linebacker and then the other two are field and boundary.  Jamaal has 
done both field and boundary backer. So he's a multiple guy.  He also can play the mike and nickel and dime 
packages for us.  For a young guy he's caught onto the system well. I think he's a good tackler.  He's a guy that 
moves really well, that has a great skill set for what we're asking him to do within our scheme, and he's still a young 
player within our system but highly productive, and not only has he had a good year but we're looking for a couple 
more good years to come from him once this season is behind us. 

                Ken Bishop is a tremendous inside player for us, a guy who I have tremendous respect for.  He commands 
a lot of double teams up front, very physical player, and he's a guy who also moves extremely well for a 300-pounder, 
and he's been a great addition to our football team and has had a lot to do with our success in terms of not only pass 
rush but what we've been able to do in terms of stopping other people's run games.  So we're really pleased with him, 
and he's been off to just an exceptional start for a first-year player in our program. 



                Demetrius Stone is jack-of-all-trades.  He's played everything on the back end.  He's played corner, he's 
played safety, he's played nickel, very, very intelligent player and a very gifted player, just can't say enough good 
things about him.  He is a defensive back of the year for us in terms of our postseason awards at our banquet, just a 
really complete player and just invaluable to us because he just has such great command of what we're doing in our 
coverages and where people need to be able to get to be lined up appropriately and all those kinds of things, and a 
real pleasure to coach.  Just a great young man. 

                Victor, our mike back, Victor Jacques, is just a real treat.  He's a guy that's a great personality, a lot of 
fun.  He's just thrilled to be back home playing this game.  He's battled through some injuries this year, which have 
made it tough for him at times.  There's a couple games he missed, a couple games he wasn't full speed, but he's 
battled through it, he's played hard.  He's been a great guy for the chemistry of our defense in terms of his leadership 
qualities, and of course any good 4-3 defense has to have kind of a bell cow mike linebacker, and he's been just that 
for us. 

  

            Q.  Can you just talk about the difference Tyrone Clark has made being back this season after missing last 
season? 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Tyrone Clark has had a great year, and we were very thankful to get him back this 
year.  He's been very productive.  Again, he's got great leadership qualities, has been able to play both field and 
boundary backer for us just like Jamaal bass has been, and very, very steady guy, physical player, good tackler, 
plays well in space, which will be important in this game.  He's had a really, really solid year for us, and just to have 
him back in the lineup from a leadership standpoint has meant a great deal to our defense and our chemistry and 
where we've been able to take this. 

  

            Q.  How many of your guys do you think have serious NFL talent, and how could a strong performance 
Tuesday help them in terms of the performance for the scouts, stuff like that? 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Well, I've been doing this over 20 years now, and what I can tell you is what an NFL scout 
sees might be completely different than what I see.  Sometimes there's surprises every year, guys you think might be 
at that level don't get taken and other guys you don't think are do get taken.  So I'll leave that up to them.  We have a 
lot of good football players in our system that are worthy of that kind of consideration, and where that all goes I guess 
we'll find out when spring rolls around and we get to that. 

                It's kind of like recruiting.  In recruiting sometimes high school coaches don't understand what college guys 
see, and I think at the NFL level sometimes college guys don't see what NFL people see.  So we're just going to let 
that play out and let them make those decisions. 

                As far as a game of this magnitude, scouts are very thorough in what they do.  They're going to look at 
every game we play. They may look at this one with a little bit different light just because of the caliber of team Florida 
State is.  Certainly our players understand that if they are in consideration for those types of opportunities when 
college is over with that playing well in this game will be important to them. 

  

            Q.  When you first started watching the film on Florida State, what impressed you the most? 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Well, just their overall athleticism and team speed and their balance.  Again, it's a lot 
easier to defend an offense when maybe they're just a running football team or if they're just a passing football 
team.  But when they present the balance that Florida State does, I think that's where your challenges come into 
play.  They're putting up about 460 yards a game, just a little over 200 on the ground and about 260 through the 
air.  So again, that's the thing that jumps out at you.  They can move the ball a variety of ways with a lot of different 
people. 

                So with multiple weapons that creates issues within your game plan that make it more difficult than when 
there's maybe only one or two star players on the team. 

  



            Q.  As a follow-up, are you trying to make them -- do you kind of go in figuring they're going to get some 
yardage, you just have to make them work for it or try to stop what you can and if you give up a big play here and 
there it happens? 

                JAY NIEMANN:  Well, I don't think we go into a game ever feeling like we want to give up a big play, and 
I'm sure that's not what your implying, but we're going to try to make them earn what they get, and that doesn't mean 
we won't take our chances here and there as far as blitzing, doing the things that you might have to do to get out of a 
down-and-distance situation and try to force them to punt the ball so you can get off the field and get your offense 
back on the field with good field position.  That just has to be determined by down and distance and field position 
situations and some of those types of things. 

                But we've got to tackle well in space.  We've got to leverage the ball well.  We've got to make sure that if 
they get yards they're yards that are earned, and we can't let runs break out, we can't let balls be thrown over our 
head, what we call explosive plays.  We really have to limit those. 

                FastScripts by ASAP Sports 

NIU DB Jimmie Ward 

On how he feels about the negative pokes towards NIU: 

“I laugh at it. Our motto is “the hard way” so every day we work, we work the hard way. We’re going to let people 
think what they want to think until January 1st. This is a great opportunity for us to show off what we can do. I’m proud 
to be a Husky. I think my team can play with anybody, we just have to prove it.” 

On how it feels to be the first MAC team in a BCS bowl game: 

“It feels good. I guess we have the bragging rights. We’ve just got to show up and make everybody believe that we 
belong in this bowl game.” 

On whether or not they pay attention to the media: 

“No we don’t pay attention, but basically it just gives us a lot of motivation. We don’t have any pressure on us, but the 
whole MAC is on our back. We represent not only our team and our school, but the whole MAC.” 

On what the key to beating FSU is: 

“Basically I feel like we just have to stop the run and force them to be one-dimensional, force them to pass. It doesn’t 
matter about size, but we’ll see on January the first. We’ve got good DB’s who can play man and we can cover; we 
can do it all.” 

NIU LB Victor Jacques 

How giddy were you when it was announced that you would be playing in the Orange Bowl? 

“Oh man I was smiling from ear to ear. It was almost hard to control sometimes, you know almost emotional. 
Especially being from here it was quite an experience. The emotions are still going [and] coming here just brings 
them all back up.” 

Overall there is a clear favorite and a clear underdog. How do you feel in that role? 

“We expected it. We knew what we were getting ourselves into, but we’ve prepared well. This is a well solidified 
program coming up so this is not the first time we will be playing a good team. Over the years we’ve been preparing 
well [and] playing well so we’re ready, definitely ready.” 

How important was it to have guys from South Florida with you at Northern Illinois? 

“It was very comforting; it’s a different type of bond. You bond with your teammates of course, but being able to come 
back home and still interact with some of your teammates is quite special.” 



NIU DE Sean Progar 

There is an assumption that FSU is bigger, faster, stronger. How do you respond to that? 

“You look on paper and they are bigger than us, faster I can’t say, but they are in the ACC [so] they got that 
reputation in the South for being bigger, stronger, faster. It’s not going to come down to that, we aren’t really worried 
about [that]. We are going to worry about what we can do. We’re going to execute our game plan and hopefully that 
gets us to where we need to be.” 

What would it mean for you and this program to beat FSU? 

“It’s huge to make it to a game like this first of all and then obviously our goal is to win the game. It would be huge for 
the university, it would be huge for this program, it would be huge for the seniors who put so much time to put the 
program on the map and to finally get a BCS bowl like this it would be huge to win.” 

Is there a lot of pressure on you guys? 

“We feel like we aren’t the team with the pressure. We made here and we are already doubted so when it comes 
down to it, we want to come out here. We are having fun out here, practicing hard. We are going to come into the 
game with our game plan and execute it to our best abilities. When it comes down to it we know that we put our best 
foot forward, we will be alright.” 

Northern Illinois S Demitrius Stone 

What do you think is going to be the key to contain Florida State… 

“We have to make sure we are physical. That is going to be the main thing, be physical. We know they are going to 
try and run the ball because that is one of their strengths, so we want to make sure we are physical swarming to the 
ball.” 

How has it been like bouncing around from different positions… 

“We actually were kind of prepared for it, so when the situation happened, I knew that I was going to have to move to 
safety. Once I stepped into the role it was a comfortable transition.” 

What are your thoughts on quarterback Jordan Lynch… 

“He’s a playmaker. Sometimes you don’t even expect some of the plays the he makes to happen. You don’t really get 
to see it in practice as much as you see it in the game because you can’t really tackle the quarterback in practice, but 
we know what he is capable of.” 

What do you as a defense take pride in most… 

“How we really prepare and focus when it comes to game time. It doesn’t matter which position. All around we are 
pretty excited to prepare for the game and being mentally prepared for the game.” 

 


